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PREFACE 

"T" may ſeens unſeaſonable, and mos, 
"roſe, to Heny. the value of any 
' kind of Repentance, in ſuch. ax 
- Aoe as thi; wherein there « a 
Generation ariſen, 0h how lofty. are. 
their, Eyes ,, and their Eye-lids lifted. 
#p with Scorn and Diſdain of all Rel:= 
gion! An Age ſo irreligious, that it 
ſeems neceſſary to gather up all the Frag- 
ments, * tho but of 4 ſeeming. Piety, and. 
make the moit of them, rather than to 
call things to ſo ſtrift a Ballgice: 4 
thinner, and more dilate” Reptutancez 
than would formerly: have aamitted 4 
Man into. 4 viſible Charch , may . at 
— WY - | ſach 
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[uch a time as this, hope for Heaven, 
To all this T muſt anſwer, Firſt , 

T he Looſeneſs of an: Age does not flac- 
ken or diſſolve Eternal Laws; Wiſ- 
dom abates nothing of its ' price, of 
that timely and early ſearch after it, 
whether Men think good to give it, 
or whether they will forbear. It hath 
220 :meaner: Eſteem of it ſelf,: becauſe 
Folly, that > fimpls, -and- knoweth 
nothing, ſitteth upon the high places 
of the City, full of Noiſe and Clamor, 
and entices to its Entertatuments the 
Multitute, and Grandeur of the World. 
' All the Severities of Scripture, that. 
make the way to Heaven narrow, and 
the Gate ſtrait, ſtand like a Rock, 
from Generation 'to Generation, alike 
in all times. Nothing that is prodi- 
gally looſed on Earth, in compliance 
with a licentions Age, will be there- 
fore loofed in Heaven. - 
: The *yovaly price of a Death-Bed 
Repentance, at,which God is priz'd by 
Men, even then,phen' Religion i at fr 
lowe#t, "ts _rejetted ofteſt with Indigna- 
Y tion, 
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tion, and the everlaſting State pur« 
chaſed :by. it, may be ſadly called an 
Aceldama, a Field of Blood. 

If this Severity of Divine Truth 
offend any one, The Reſolution i that 
of our Saviour, | Every 
Plant, whether Perſon or 7 Mat15-17. 
Thing, that our Heavenly 
Father + hath not planted, ſhall be 
rooted up. Si; 

-2. It is n0 improbable way of Con- 
teſting again#t Atheiſm, and general 
Irreligiow, by- the ſtrith Doftrins of 
Chriſtianity, as well as by Argu- 
ments of Reaſon : Nay, Authorita- 
tive Applications of the Truth of 
(od, often ſtrike the Conſcience with- 
7n the Reaſon, ſooner and quicker than 
" induftrions Attempts upon the Reaſon : 
as Lightning melts the Steel, and neg- 
leits the Scabbard, Preſſings of Faith, 
Repentance, Holineſs, Eternal TJudg- 
ment make Men ( even Unbelievers ) 
fall down upon their faces, when the Se- 
erets of their Hearts are diſcovered, 
and confeſs God us there 
A? For 
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For the Sonl of Max is more eaſily 
wrought upon by thofe” domeſtick -Re- 
bukes, God gives it by his Word, than 
by more ſolema Treaties. — + 

_ Eſpecially, corrupted Reafon. takes 
por it ſelf to bs a lawful Authority, 
when an honourable War ts tommens+ 
ced apainſt it by the better Reaſon on 
the other ſide, It contemns Laws of 
Diſconrſe, as precarious, and makes 
2crconnt, it gives Reaſon for Reafon. 
at the Rod of God ſhaken over it 
makes it tremble, and confeſs it felf 
a Slave : This the Slaves in the Sto- 
ry were more eaſily reduced by. the'fer- 
vile Chaſtiſements they were acquainted 
with, than by the force of Armies. 
Atheiſm grows the prouder generally 
for being reaſoned with : It does but 
diſſemble, while it pretends its diſeaſe 
to be in the Head, which it knows in- 
cleed to be in the ſenſual Heart. And 
therefore is pleaſed to be ſtruck in 
rhe Head; but cannot endure to be 
wounded iz the Heart, which the 
Hord of Ged eſperially aims at. 
| Not, 
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Not, but that it is indeed a moſt 

generous and honourable Atchieve- 
ment to ſhew Religion to-bs the high- 
eft Reaſon ; and to detet# thoſe pre- 
tending Sons of Reaſon, of the great- 
eft Irrationality. Bus it ſtill to be 
acknowledged , the plain preaching of 
the Goſpel, which the Apoſtle calls the - 
Foolifhneſs and Wenkpneſs of God, is 
aloye wiſer and ſtronger than Men: 
The Reaſon of that, couched under 
an Heavenly Authority of Truth, car- 
ries thoſe T4 t*nna Suwere, thoſe migh- 
ty Weapons, whereby every high Ima- 
gination and Reaſoning is to be ſub- 
_ that lifts up it ſelf againſt 
od. 

Upor this occaſion, I cannot, but 
bewail: thoſe unhappy Diviſions, that 
have ſeparated the Preachers of the 
Goſpel one from another, ang there- 
by opened a Lane for that Black Troop 
16: advance in, and made the Trum- 
pet of the Goſpel -to ſound ſo incertain- 
ly, that it hath rather {cattered Men, 
than prepared them to the Battel. - 

A 4 Our 
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Our Saviour. foreſeeing the Conſe- 
quences hereof,..gccording to that great | 
Maxim of his, | Every 
| Mat. 12.25- Kingdom ——_— 
it ſelf.is brought. to Deſo- 
lation, did ſo earneſtly command Unity 
and Lave of one unother to his Diſci- 
ples in general, and mare particularly 
to the Miniſters .of his Word, as the 
moſt effectual Demonſtration ; He 
| was ſent from God, and his 
+ Joh.17.21: Dottrin from Heaven. 
From whence it follows, 
where ever this Union is broken, Chri- 
ftianity ts liable to the Imputations of 
being a great Cheat and Fraud. Upon 
- which advantage loathſome Irreligion 
enters, and ſpreads it ſelf in thoſe 
empty ſpaces, begotten by our Diſt an- 
ces, and removes from one another : 
All aivipons in Chriſtianity are Scan- 
dals to it, and weakenit, This we ſee 
verified in our days; the differences 11 
Religion, and the prophane ſcorn or 
ſtupid neglect of it, being alike wiſiple, 
4#4 notorious throughout the Nation. 
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Yet upon juſt Accounts : the Irreli. 
gion conſequent upon Diviſions in Re- 
ligion, turns to the advantage of Chri- 
ftianity, that thus it muſt be, elſe how 
ſhould the Scriptures be fulfilled? But this 
abates nothing of the Sinfulneſi and Un- 
happineſs, or Neceſſity of Amendment. 

To guide us then into that ; It ws we- 
7 Aocth, the venom of this Di- 
ſemper falls not fo much upon the ſeve- 
ral Parties in Religion, as upon Reli- 
gion it ſelf;, while we wound one axo- 
ther, Religion is the Martyr, lies a 
bleeding, and even dying. And while 
good Men lament it, the Enemies of it 
make merry and ſend F 
gifts oze to another, in to- TRev.11.1o. 
ken of Triumph. 

The method of Cure therefore, is 
not, for every Party toweigh up it ſelf, 
and prefi down others, but to buoy up Re« 
ligion it ſelf”; and that is beſt done, by 
Preaching and living the very Thing, 
without diſtinition of Names. If we 
aid but yield it its own Integrity and 
Univerſal Goodneſs, it would Jour 
riſe 
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riſe into that Honour it hath loft, by 
being captivated to Opinions. | 

For as our haman Nature would 
be much more' beautiful and happy, 
if cemented by that Philanthropy, or 
general love of Mankind, ſo tndear- 
zngly charged upox us by our Saviour ; 
who demonſtrated, that he embyaced 
within his own Immenſity, the whole 
latitude of our Nature; without con- 
trading it into. the narrowneſs of 4 
human Perſon, by the great care he 
took ; That this Nature fpoald not 
be diſhonoured, abuſed, and torn by 
it ſelf through that bitter Genſortonſ- 
neſs, Revenge, and Conteimpt, Men 
exerciſe upon one another, 'even there 
where Chriſt is profeſſed. 

So would or Chriſtianity, that is 
ow evil ſpoken of, appear, .as it u 1n 
zt ſelf, Acceptable to God, and appro- 
wed of Men, if we con!d unite in thoſe 
comprehenſfue Interefts of Righteonſ< 
tis, Peace, Joy 15 the Holy-Ghoſt, 
that [uoſtantial Chriſtianity, Thoſe 
healins Winzs of the San of Righ- 


teouſ neſs, 
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teouſneſs, in the Rays of which our 
little differences about Meat and Drink 
would play up and down, as ſmalleſt 
Motes of Fluman Frailty, eaſily ob» 
taining 4 mutual' Pardon; and that 
black and moſt abhorred Vapor of Ir- 
religion, be forced to diſlodge at ſo 
Tlluſtrious a Preſence. 

If. there be any Intereſt to keep 
afoot theſe: Diviſions,, it 1s an Inte- 
reſt of Diſhonour, that dares not name 
it (elf';, it is not only, Nude mblfou; but 
T3 xoarale, It is not barely ro ſerve an 
Opinton, (much leſs the Lord Jeſs ) 
bat the Bel. Te 

J. But to return from whence 1 
have digreſſed; upon ſo great a Cauſe. 
Laſtly, we may find, in the very No- 
tion of a Death-Bed Repentance, e- 
aough to defend the jeaſonablenefi of 
this Diſcourſe, notwithſtanding ſpread. 
ins Irreligion, For it imports a de- 
figen to Dye well : and we [ce wer 
Few, azd thoſe Few deprived of he 
common Modeſty and Sobriety of Man- 
kind; and who thereupon become ax hor- 


rid 
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rid Story, but dye. at leaſt in a fair 


and calm Temper towards Religion. 
Now if we join to thu, that of many 
Millions for one, every one dies as he 
lives, not only as the Tree falls, ſe it 
lies; but as it hath inclined along its 
growth,ſo it falls. How great. is the ne- 
ceſſity then of living well that we may dye 
well! For this Death-Bed Repentance, 
that riſes and ſets at the ſame time, 
generally proves but a falling Star. 
That Repentance only wheels orderly 
into a higher Orb, that hath given 
proof ; it was a true Light, by ſhining 
here for ſome conſiderable ſpace. 

A good Death receives Being from 
a holy Life, elſe there is not ſuch a 
thing in Nature, no not in Grace, ex- 
cept by Miracle of Grace. 

Thus far I have made Apology for 
the Seaſorableneſi of this Niſcourſe. 
Iz the Diſcourſe it ſelf, I am not con- 
ſcions of having wandred from the 
Univerſal Dottrin of Divines in this 
Point ;, except it ſhould ſeem too high 
a ſtrain to place this Repentance, 
(when 
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( when true) among Miracles, To 
juſftifie that, TI have the warrant of 
Sacred Story, the Dying Convert, 
which being the only Example of ſuch 
4 one in Holy Writ, was in the days 
of the Meffias, that great Period of 
Miracles, fixgled out upon that great- 
eſt occaſion, viz. To diſplay the power 
of the dying Mediator, to forgive Sins, 
ot only upon Earth, but in his loweſt 
Humiliation, his very deſcent into 
Hell; which argues it a very great Mi- 
_—_ — | 

Tet IT have not trufted the weight 
of the Diſcourſe to any thing that 
looks like a private Opinion; but to 
moſt avowed Principles, and have 
therefore reſerved my particular Senſe 
as the Concluſion of the whole. 

I have only to add, there is a Na- 
tional late Repentance, as appears br 
the Unſuccesfulneſs of that unparal- 
lelld + Reformation of Jo- 

_ 5 ſincere indeed in - —_ 
im, and of full Effet : but 71.0 
not in 47 Bd of the TP 


Jewiſh 
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ewiſh Nation, as appeared by their 
Fah under the lowing Xiew D 
and therefore, uotwithianding that 
ſeeming Return, the Lord turned not 
from the Fiercenefſs of his Wrath, 
wherewith his Anger was 'kindled 
againit Judah, for its guilt in the 
Sins of Manafleh ; which the Lord 
would not Pardon, and therefore would 
not give a true Repentance of thoſe 
Evils, they had ſo long continaed in, 
againit all the early Admonitions of 
the Prophets : This is the juſt Paral- 
lel of a Death-Bed Repentance. 

The due Application of all theſe 
Conſederations, to . every one, into 
whoſe hands they may fall, is the 
earneft and affectionate Prayer of, 
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Luk. 23. 39, 40, 41, 42, 43. And one of the 
| Malefators that were hanged with him, 
railed on him ; ſaying, if thou be the Chrif, 
ſave thy ſelf and ms. But the other anſwer- 
ing ; ſaid, doft thou not fear God ? Seeing 


#bat thou art m the ſame condemnation. And . 


we indeed juſtly, for we receive the due re- 
ward of our deeds, but this Man bath done 
nothing amiſs. And he ſaid unto Feſus, Lord 
remember me, when thou comeſt into th 
Kingdom. And Juſt je wnto bim ; por 
T ſay unto thee, this day ſhalt thus be with 
me in Paradiſe. | 
"* HE generality of Men that have been ar all 


acquainted with the name of Repenrance, 
and 'underftood in any Meaſure the im- 
—_— fignification of the thing, acknowledge 
it bcyond all diſpute neceflary ; Yer they _ 
tnems+ 
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themſelves a leiſure for the Performance of it, 
and {ych'a leifpre as ſwallows the whole time of 
Life, arid Jeaves only the laft and loweſt part of 
ir, for the diſcharge of fo great a Bufineſs ; fo thar 
their Repentance, if any ar all, falls our ro be a 
Death-lgd Repentance, 

The Yhconventencies-of which are unexpreffibly 
great, becauſe the lives of Men are leftnaked of 
that Holineſs and Purity, that ſhould adorn them, 
and all over blotted with Sin and Vanity. Their 
Converſation wants that light of good Works, that 
ſhould ſhine before Men, and glerifs God mn Heaven. 
Their Life us without form, and void, and darkneſs 
# upon the face of it, Andin the end they are caſt 
upon the great Sea of Eternity, as in a Veſlel of 
Paper, a thin and ſuperficial Repentance. 

Ir is therefore molt neceſſary to uſe all means, 
to ſhew the Inſufficiency of this Refuge, which 
moſt of thoſe, that live in common under the Pro- 
feſfſion of Chriſtianity, deſign while they live to fly 
- to when berimes they dye. Todemoliſh +by Houſe 
z1pon the Sand ; that Men may not by hopes of ſhel- 
rer at it, conceived long before hand, be kept off 
trom laying their Foundation upon a Rock; which 
poſſibly they would do, if theſe hopes were cur 
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OlTs 
' And becauſe this piece of Sacred Story hath been 
generally taken, as an Inſtance of great Favour to 
a late Converſion, not thar it is indeed fo, but that 
i? ſeems 10 be fo, let it be the Ground of the pre- 
fent Diſcourſe. | | 
For I obſerve Divines, in their Dotrin concern- 
ing the danger of a Dying Repentance, are careful 
t0 wreſt out of the hand of prefuming Imagina- 
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tion, this Example, and to allay the vain Confidence 
built upon it. 

Indeed the Miſtake of it 1s very fatal, ſeeing if it 
be duly conſidered, there 1s nothing more forcible 
againſt whar it is prerended for, than it. Tr is true, 
it 15a Relation of a dying Man returning from great 
Sins to God; but fo circumitantiared, ſo defended 
on all hands againſt Boldneſs upon ir, that there 
might have been more reaſon to hope well of Laſt- 
Breath-Penitencies , if there had not been a Par- 
tern of ſuch a one in all Points, as much above 
the imiriation of rhoſe of our days, as the Heaven 
is above the Earth. It is ſuch a one, as if God 
had ſaid of it, if I accept a Dying Repentance ; be- 
hold this, conſider it every way, 
and rake notice by ir, what a one Ante mihz fi- 
I will have ir. God putting the dem /atrons 
Caſe, and reſolving it rhus, hath fende,f7 rc 
given a much more poſitnve De- t:vz /atrons 
rermination concerning it, than beatitudinem 
if the Cafe had never becn pur. policere, 

The End therefore I aim ar, is Augutt. 
to make it evident upon general 
Reaſons, and particularly from this Inſtance. 

That a Deat-bed Repentance is a hazard fo un- 
ſpeakably grear, that no Man can withour Folly ex- 
treamly prodigious commit to ſo much adventure i 
attair of ſo great importance to an eternal condition. 

Hereumo I wlll raiſe this Treaty by rheſe degrecs. 

I. By obſerving the Judgment of Divines con- 
cerning this Caſe, and ballancing the molt tavour- 
able with the more ſevere. 

2, By detecting the Follies that have giyen a Re- 
putation to a Deat/:-Bcl Repentance. 

; B 
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3- By examining the moſt hopeful Appearances 
of this kind of Repenrance, and ſhewing there are 
plain Cauſes of them very much below rhe Nature 
of true Repentance, wherewith I will compare 
T1103. 

4. By obſerving the Extraordinaries, of which 
the Repentance of this Dying MalefaCtor was com- 
poſed, becauſe of which it can hardly be drawn 
into a Precedent. 

To all theſe I will fubjoin preſſing Confiderations 
on every fide; that Men ſhould not delay their re- 
turn to God, to the latter Times of Life. 

For the Firſt, the Judgment of Divines in the 

Point, I begin with that ſeverer 

Dr. Taylor's one ; yet built upon great Piety 
Invaliditz of 4 and Reaſon, that aſſerts it a plainly 
late Repen- impoſſible thing, a Man on his 
tance. Death-Bed ſhould Repent with that 

Repentance, the Scripture fo oft 
Diſcourſes of, and promiſes Pardon ro , and 
threatens the neglect of, with Periſhing; and there- 
fore concludes, a Dying Man rhar hath nor already 
repented,nmult needs fall, not into the Sin of Deſpair: 
For who 1s bound to hope, that hath not the reaſons 
of his hope given him by God ? but nts the Miſery 
-»f Deſpair : For how miſerable 1s he whom God hath 
left to the boiling Sea of lis own Horrors, and 
thrown hin out no Anchor of Hope ? 

However this Sentence ſeem rigorous. yet when 
we conſider the ponderous Arguments it uſes, it 
may rather amaze v8. than provoke ovr Cenſure : 
For Firit, it 25 very ureconcileable with the Glory 
of God. that Men win have had the knowledge of 
* 3124, 209 been. called ubor: all their Lives ro ove 
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up themſelves ro him, ſhould be accepred, when 
they pour out ro him the Lees and Dregs of Lite, 
inſtead of the generous Spirits of 1t. Thar he that 
hath had in his Flock a Male, fhould vow, ani Sa- 
crifice ro the Lord a corrupt Thing, and yet eſcape 
the Curſe of the Deceiver. The Expreſſions of 
Scripture are innumerable in which God Difavows 
ſuch Proftirurions of his Grace, ( as 1s hereafter ro 
be urged ) bur ſeals ſuch, ere they are aware, un- 
der Hardneſs of Heart, and a Reprobare Senſe, rc 
Deſtruction. 

2. It appears impoſſible, there ſhould be a dif- 
charge of rhe Duties of Repentance, when Men are 
a Dying; thar they ſhould'draw within the hollow of 
that little Span, that is alſo otherwiſe incumbred, 
te vattneſs of that Action, that 1s neceflary to take 
oft the Brawn of a long Impenitency. 

Thar a Man ſhould live the life of Holineſs that 
is juſt a Dving; that the Tree that hath been al- 
ways barren, ſhould bring forth good Fruit, now 
it is a hewing down : Theſe things are very con- 
tradictious ; how can Repenrance plant it ſelf in the 
Soul, and fertle gracious habirs there in fo ſhort a 
ſpace? Or in an inſtant by Mortification root out 
thoſe Luſts, and ſinful Aﬀections, that have been 
many years eating into the Heart ? Repentance mulc 
have a time for Fruits, and thoſe Fruits for Ripening 
and Concoction, which a Death-Bed willnor afford : 
So that it cannot be char Repentance of the Goſpel, 
bur at the beſt, only ſome firſt ſtrokes of it. 

3+ There mult be a living to God before a Man 


dyes to God. It is the Supream Law, every one 


mult glorifie him here on Earth, and finiſh the work 
he bath given them to do in the Worlds They muſt 
| B 2 work 
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work the works of him that ſent them while it 1s 
day, before the night cometh, in which no Man 
can work. After this Men are received into the 
olory of God. 

4. In Repentance, we muſt be in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances of Temptation we were 1n, in the time 
of Sinning. Bur it will be hard ro find in what the 
ſtare of a Dying Man differs from that of him, that 
is already dead, as to this buſineſs of Repentance ; 
bur that he may as well be allowed to Repent, that 
1s entred into Eternity, as he that ſtands on the 
very brink of it. 

This Cenſure cannot be injurious to Men living, 
and in their full Opportunity ; ſuppoſe in Specula- 
tion, it ſtretches Principles of great weight and 
truth roo far, yet it recompenſes for it ſelf by the 
wholeſomneſs of it to practice ; for who can ſuffer 
by being necetiitated to an early Repentance, fo 
much his Dury, fo much his Safery ? 

Further it is moſt Prophetick, moſt undoubtedly 
true of molt Mens late Repentance ; Thar 1t 1s tov 
ſudden, roo Muſhrom a Birth ro have any worthi- 
neſs in it. This Repentance alnoft univerſally wi- 
thers afore 1t grows up, and proves an Abortion ; 
whether it comes to the tryal of a longer Lite, where- 
in 1t vaniſhes as a Cloud, and forimer Impiery re- 
rurns; or whether 1t paſs immediately into Eter- 
nity, where it ſinks down into Mifery ; for attempt- 
ing the Regions of Life, and wanting the Puriry that 
riſes thither , it is beaten back with all its Preten- 
lions, as a Foggy Exhalation, that would climb to 
Heaven, bur 1s forced down, and made ro reſt be- 
low ; fo that for the Univerfality of Deati-Bed Re- 
pentanices this Judginent 1s truly calculated. 
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If it ſhould ſeem roo Cruel to the dying Condi- 
tion, to ſmother Men alive with the ſecond Dearth, 
( as Hazael ſpread upon the dying King a thick 
Cloarh dipped in Water ) ro ſtifle and benum ar 
once all motions towards God, ler us conſider what 
advice 1t offers againſt the Stupidiries of Deſpair. 

When we are fallen into ſo unhappy a Condition, 
that the whole weight of Eternity depends upon a 
very little Moment ; it perſwades Men would do all 
they can in return to God, though rhat all muſt be 
truſted with the Prerogative of Mercy ; for that 
Mercy which is ſtated in the Promiſes of the Gof- 
pel, and is in ordinary, cannot help them in the great 
point of Salvation, however it may: alleviate their 
Condemnation, and leffen their Tormenr. 

I mad add, if that which appears a Mefſenger of 
Death ſhould have ſecret reprieve in its Inſtructt- 
ons, and what ſeems a Death-bed, prove only a Dif- 
Cipline : It may be a happy beginning of a true Re- 
pentance to him, who lives, atter his being near the 
Grave, to perfect it, according to that of Job, 33. 
Tere 22, 23s 

Thus this Opinion doth nct cut off the Action of 
its deſperate Perſon; and if by rhar ACtion, he paſs 
the needles Eye, and get through the /?ra:e Gate of 
Repentance and Regeneration, 1t will be able to 
give him no Reſiſtance : For thoſe to whom the 214- 
/eavd Gates of Faith and Repenrance open, this 
Air of Diſcourſe cannot bar, that they ſhould not 
enter into life. 

But on the other fide, they that are confident, 
and make themſelves ſure of Repentance and Mer- 
cy 3 cannot when they meer the ſolid Obſtacles of 
things, force their way by the Breath of their Mourh; 

B 3 bur 
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but they and their intended Repentance are rogether 
ſocked up 1n the cloſeneſs and compactedneſs of 
thoſe Decrees; Firlt 5 They cannot Repent, Then they 
cannot be Saved. 

To conclude ; let ſuch a Deation of this Caſe be 
never fo auſtere, 1t 1s a thouſand times more Jujt 
than the delay of our return to God in the Contem- 
plation of doing it at the laſt can be ; and rhe Rea- 
fons upon which 1t 1s Planted, are ſuch, that though 
they may not reach the height deſigned, yet do 
they exclude rhouſands from Erernal Happineſs ; 

bl 1 althoug Jobas ey may not ma ike good the Comple- 
menr of the Cena: yer are they ot lo aw tul a regard. 
and fo worthy of all Obſervation, that they are moſt 
vehe nently to be preſſed to the main fcope ; that 
Mcn would ky no means trail to this Extreme Re- 
penance, to which purpoſe I ſhall here catter take 
turrher advantage of them. 

But Iet ns come to that renderer apprehenſion of 
to generality of Divines, with which 1 will cor: 
cur, that all things of Op:mon and Diſpute may 
be taken away in fo great a Point. Let it then be 
allowed. tit a Deizth-Ded Repentance 15 no m- 
VUTHOWAY 

Firtt, 1m regard of ;n{inite Mercy, thar cannot wa 
Died bir by It felt : Now lo: ng In P emMter:c 
tough ir be often doomed irrovacahly by God : 
> =Hcular Generations of Men. or Perſons ; meg is 
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it ſelf: We may rather believe, thar as the unmea- 
ſurable Being of God hath delighted it ſelf in ſo ma- 
ny varieties and gradations of the Creatures down 
from Angels to the darkeſt foor-ſteps of himſelf in 
the World ; fothe unſearchable Riches of his Grace 
are made known in all kinds of Pardons. As there- 
fore ir hath choſen ſome of the worſt of Sinners 
for the ſorts of their Sins, chiefeſt of Sinners, and 
brought them home ; ſo ſome that have made the 
utmoſt adventure of continuance in Sin, that. tri 
theſe manifold Glaſſes it might be ſeen, Where Sin 
hath abounded, Grace hath abounded much more. 

2. Though the time of this Repentance be ſhorrt 
and narrow, and the Duries of Repentance excee(- 
ing long and broad ; yer where there are found the 
rrue ſignatures of Repentance unfeigned , God be- 
holds the Fruit in the Seed and Root, he knows 
the Perfection of his own Creation, though Infant, 
or we may conceive ſuch 2xJewua]e in Repentance, 
Repentance born our of due time, as Pau! was in 
the Apoſtleſhip, ſuddenly accompliſhed, rhough 
rhey had not the regular time of forming, like 4 
Nation brought forth in a day. * 

* Thus thou Lord anointeſt in a * Cyprian 

* Moment Herd{men wmrto Pro- de cara D5- 

** phets, Shepherds imto Kings, munz. 

* Publicans thon ordaineſt Apo- 

* {tles, nor doth their Diſeaſe take leiſure ro remove, 
* whom thou recoverelt, but in that very Moment 
** thou makejzt them every whit 'whole, wherein 
* they have thee for their Paylictan. 

3. Althouvgn there be according to the general 
Rule, a nece:iiry of hving to God here in the Worl: 
yet God may diſp21e with the Contiauation, or 
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drawing out of the Action of it in theſe late Peni- 
tents, as we eafily allow in the caſe of Infants,or Men 
dying within ſhort ſpace after a Repenrance begun 
npon fad Conſideration, and not 1n the Exigency of 
a Sickneſs. 

In the mean time, 1t 1s not at all ſuppoſed, rhat 
God diſpenſes with the fincere Preparations and 
Reſolvedneſs of the Mind to that Action ; bur thar 
they muſt be molt rrae, found and unfetgned, and 
rhe very Action it felf, according to the time, high, 
full and moſt ſignificant ; and as extraordinary as 
the Repentance it ſelf. 

4. Alrhongh rhe Condition of a Dying Man do in 
many regards nearly reſemble the ſtare of him, that 
35 already in Erernity, as he is under a neceity of 
leaving Sin and rhe World, and fer ata diſtance from 
Temprartion; yet it differs in rhar great Circumſtance, 
thar he is not 772 Ternmmo, he 1s not fixt upon his un- 
enangeable Point, he hath not undergone that Sen- 
rence that 1mmedaately paſles upon the Soul removed, 
and ſo may nor cither have ſuffered that more ſecret 
D7e, conceived by God upon long Provocation. The 
whole time of Lite may be a time of Grace, and he 

that hath nor yet been concluded 


* ©1@3:d0 1/7- by the incommunability of Ererni- 
"1.6 excoliom ty may hear rhe Voice of Chritt, 
4577, 5:51ts and enter inrohis Reſt. * Cyprian, 
em /ro17tei Who 15 poſitive, © That whenever 
tre locus. Live. © a Man 1s launched into another 
21 Demetri- * World, he finds no room for Re- 
anumn- « pentance ; he 1s out of the cli- 


* mate of Repentance, who is be- 


'- yond the line of Time. Al! kinds of Penitencics 


© which are a ſecondary Satisfaction winder rhe Sut- 
 Ierings 
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© ferings of Chriſt are then deſperate and fruitleſs, 
Yer he allows the greateſt liberty to Repentance in 


this Life; For he ſays, * © No 
* Repentance 1s late, that 1s ear- 
< lier than the Grave. He ſays, 
« Here a Man takes hold of Life, 
< or loſes it for ever. Yea he grants, 
* + Ir 1s poflible by Repenrance, 
© though we are juſt a Dying, to 
© be ſafely landed in a blcfſed Im- 
* mortality. And F when the Soul 
© hath left its inward Reſidences, 
* and 1s now fitting upon the dy- 
* ing Lips, before irs laſt farewel 
* to the Body, and when in haſte 


* In iſto adhuc 

mundo manens 

tr nulla peni- 

tentia ſera eſt, 
C 

T Ad immorta- 

litatem ſub ip- 


fa morte tran- 


ſitur. De cana 
Domini. 

+ In eodem ar- 
ticulo temporis 


© to be gone, yet even then infinite cum jam anima 
* Clemency diſdains not Repen- feſtinet ad exti- 
© tance, nor accounts that late rhat #um, Gc, 


<34rue,” nor deprives that of par- 

© don, which hath the free and full act of the Soul 
* im return to him. Ft quecungque neceſſitas, Ec. 
« Yea though, as he goes on, this Repentance had 
< irs firſt riſe from Neceſſity, yet neither thar, 
* nor the Immenſeneſs of Guilr, nor Stratitneſs 
* of Time, nor the Larteneſs of rhe Seaſon, nor 
* the Foulneſs of former Actions fore prize? 
«* from Pardon when rhe Humiliation is {:ncere, 
* and the Soul exchanges impure Del:ghts for 
© thoſe of Holineſs, without Counterieir or D:t- 
* ſimulation. Ir may feem in all thoſe Diſcourſes, 
rhat he had forgor to enter a Caution again(t Pre- 
jumprion ; bur 1t 1s to be contidered while he thus 
frankly pours ont himſelf, he was one while inviting 
Perſe- 
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* In Libr, a * Perſecutors of Chriſtianity into 
Demetrianum. the Conteflions of it, whom he 
Credirte © vi= would not have debarred with 
wvite © qui nos the ſenſe of ſo great paſt Offen- 
ad tempus per- ces againſt it. Another while de- 
ſequimins 1m ſigning againit the Novatian He- 
eternum aus rejie, which traok upon 1t to tie 
dete novzjcum. | up the freeneſs of Grace, as he ſays, 
i Velit noultt ** f In ſpight of the Heretick No- 
Novarus Here- © watus, the Throne: of Grace is 
ericus,ommnt tems © early and late acceſſible ro true 
pore Nez pratia © Repentance. This therefore is 
ecrpit peniten- not ro be prefſed beyond rhe de- 
£23. ſgn of the excellent and holy 
Writer, but will very well agree 
with all rhat T am preſently to add as a Ballanceto 
this favourable Judgment for ſuch a Repentance. 
Dailie, . Foras that moit prudent Diſcourſe of the 
right uſe of the Fathers teaches us; we mult 
always attend their ſcope, 11 tne purſuit of which they 
were often tranſported rowards the other extreme. 

Bur thar a dying Repzinance 1n the nature of the 
thing is no Incompo:tibiliry, we have fulleſt Aſſu- 
rarice in the Example of tte Text, wherein we ſee 
one in a moment conceives, brought forth; and even 
a grown Man in Repentance, one patling through 
ſome ſhort In{tants of hoiy Action, and entring into 
Paradiſe. like Aaron's Rou budding, bloſſoming, and 
bringing forth ripe Aimonus in a Night, and laid up 
1a the Sanctuary tor ever. 

Thar it was molt probably the firſt Call he had to 
Repentance, agrees fully with the Intention of my 
Diſcourſe, wiich granting fo muci2 as a Potitbllity, 
weuld yet take al! advantage againtt the cafie Corr 

ILUCENTE 
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fidence of thoſe, that living daily under the offers 
of Grace,.and yet deſpiling them, commit themſelves 
fir{t ro the Intentions, and at laſt to the faint mori- 
ons of a late Repenrance. To whom that Admoni- 
tion of Auſtin is moſt ſeaſonable concerning the 
Inſtance we have in hand. * IF 
we reſpeR his Opportunities for * Ad 6onſequen- 
attaining Faith, his Repentance dam fidem non 
was not late, but early and ſoon, fu: ills extre- 
hes-took the very firſt Seaſon; as ma hora, ſed 
{oon as ever he deſcried Chriſt prima. Nec Re- 
and Religion, he embraced them. tig1onem ante, 
He did not wretchedly cheat him- nec Chrittum 
ſelf of the Remedies of his mi- ſfcivit, non re- 
{erable Condition by adjournins media ſt atus ſus 
the ſe of them to a late and in momenta ul- 
tncertain Futurity, which ſeldom tima inflict 
7 never ſucceeds well. frande poſut. 
SErMe 120. de "Temp. 


This Conſideration leads me therefore from the 
molt tavourable,the lighr ſide of this milder Sentence. 
co rhe black and dark part of it. 

Thar is to ſay, There is an Extreme peradventure, 
whether God will give Repenrance at the lait or not, 
tor this Grace being acknowledged extraordinary, 14 
3: were common, 1t would ceafe to be extraordinary. 

It is moſt undoubted in Scriprure, God 1s often 
Pl voked againſt Men to ſwear, | 
rhey ſhall never enter into his He6, 7 3g. 5c. 
reft, when they have long tem- 
crowd him, and Erred from his ways 

The Heart is daily hardened by the decatinl- 
16is of Sin, £ill it grow to that tlie Apoitle c2!!s 
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,4eJY'a 4us]avon]C+, a Heart that 
Rom. 4. 2» 1sIrrepentable, or that cannot he 

repented of : Cuſtoms in Sin long 
Ferem. 13. 23. fetled become like the Ethiops- 

ans Shin, and the Leopards Spots, 
that cannot he changed. And though it is true, rhe 
Spirit of God is not hindered in its Inſpirations, bur 
that it blowerh where 1r lifteth ; yer the courſe of it 
is ſoattemper'd tothe ſtare and motion of the Soul 
it ſelf, thar it moſt uſually rakes the opportunity fo 
generally requiſite tro the ſerling a Conſtirution and 
Temper in us ; that is; the freeſt and moſt unpreju- 
diced, and larger ſpaces of a Man's Life: So thar 
whenever 1t works upon Dying Men, I mean thoſe 
that have had rhe free uſe of the means of Grace of 
old; Ir works by ſuch a Prerogative, that a Man 
may as well expect a Prerogative of Providence to 
bear nim walking upon the Sea, becauſe it did once 
fo to Perer, as this. 

Mott even of the faireſt Appearances of this kind 
of Repenrtance miſcarry, having no true Virtue in 
them; and though in regard of their vehemency 
they are called early Seekings of God, yer ( which 
is horrible ro be ſpoken ) rhey are as 1t were prepa- 
red for the Triumphs of the Juſtice 
and Indignation of God over thoſe, 
who would have none of his 
Counſel in former times, bur deſpiſed all his reproot. 

Lafily, Whoever ſeeing and knowing catts him- 
ſelf with dehgn upon Repentance at Death, 1s like 
ro fall headlong by tempting God, and expecting 
he ſhould ſtand ready for him with that Grace at Jait, 
he hath fo long refitted and refuſed. 


Prot. ti. 2h. 


And 
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And now when this Jucgment of Divines with this 
Ballance upon it 1s compared with the former, the 
reſult will be only this, the kindeſt Divinity in the 
point, and that ſcems to do the moſt favor, is very 
dreadful, and leaves ſuch Men in a Condition next to 
deſperate, which is but an Aggravation of the dan- 
ger, when what Men would chooſe to appeal to, fo 
tar condemns them. 

It is then agreed on all hands, that for any Man ro 
live fo as if he did contrive and forecaſt a Dying Re- 
pentance (altho it be yielded him, it is no 1mpoſibi- 
liry) as the ſafe expedient, firſt of an Irreligious Lite, 
free from the troubleſome Thougtns of a preſent 
Amendment, and then of a fecure Paſſage into Eter- 
nity;It is fir{t an exceeding Irreligion and Immorality 
in it ſelf ; and then ro run ſo deſperate a Riſque and 
Adventure for an Immortal Soul ; that he 1s a par- 
donable Mad-man, in compariſon of ſuch an one, that 
drinks a deadly Poyſon, becauſe he hath heard there 
IS a certain Anudote in the World, that will expel it, 
though he cannot tell whether he can have 1t ar all, 
much leſs whether time enough for his neceliity ; 
and Iaftly, whether the Endeavors he uſes tor it will 
not be deluded with the Counterfeits of it, it being 
ſuppoſed they are thouſands for one of rhe true king ; 
and he thereby periſh, pleafing himſelf with the 
hopes he hath it, when he hath indeed bur a like- 
neſs of it. 

2. Head, ] come now to the ſecond Propola!, 
which is ro make inquiry, ſeeing the Caſe is thus, 
as it every way appears to be, How the name or 
notion of a Death-Bed Repentance, as fuch an 
univerſal Refuge, came up in the Worid ; tot 
t iS a new Repentance, ( much be rhe news 
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come-1Þp Gods Moſes ſpeaks of, Dent. 32. 17. ) that 
Chriſtianity and the Goſpel know not. The Scrip- 
rares that treat moſt profefſedly of Repentance, al- 
ways inſiſt upon it as a reformed courſe of Life, to 
be undertaken even now, while the Propoſals of 
Grace and Reconciliation are made tous ; and only 
by very filent Intimations, the track of which is hard- 
ly diſcerned, leave it poſſible, rhat God ſhould by 
miracle ſave ſome very few out of the Fire, and pull 
them as Brands out of the Burning, by giving them 
Repentance at the laſt. Whereas this is now become 
the only Repentance in uſe, and hath devoured rhe 
other; as if ro preſs Men upon it were to torment 
them before their time, and ro lefſen the Validity of 
this were to take away the Mercy of God, and deny 
the Grace that is ſo free and univerſal. Ler us ſearch 
therefore how this ſort of Repentance hath come 
into ſuch Repute. And if we obſerve, we ſhall find 
it firſt riſing from the intimate Senſe rhe Conſcience 
hath of the neceflity of Repentanee ; For were it 
2ot ſo clear and evident a Dury, a Death-Bed Repen- 
tance had never been heard of; moſt would chooſe 
to go our of the World as they have lived in it, not 
ſuffering any degree of the trouble of Conſcience, or 
vexing themſelves with Reflections upon an unholy 
and ill-ſpent Life. As Men have choſe to live freely 
and uninterrupredly in forgetfulneſs of God, and an 
Eternal Condition days wirhour number, Jer. 2. 32+ 
{o would they chooſe to die, were there not a Law 

within, that however it hath lain covered with the 
Duit of Senfſuality, yet is now reſtored to its Autho- 

rity, and urges the Soul with the Terror of Puniſh- 

ment for fo long Diſobedience- 
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And ſecondly,this neceffity of Repentance,though 
fecretly underi{tood, yer was not ſufficiently confi- 
dered 1n the time of Health, for had it been equally 


regarded, it had not been now to begin. He thar , 


had rightly meaſured it, would nor for a thouſand 
Worlds fo have adjourned it. 

Theſe two things then meeting ſo oft together, 
viz. The neceflity of Repentance ; and the neglect 
of it all along our Life: rhe neceflity it ſhould be 
performed ſome rime, ere Men goour of the World; 
and the neglect of it in the freer Opportunities of 
Life; Theſe, I fay, bring forth haſty motions of it 
at laſt : For it lofing nothing of its neceflity by its 
delay, it muſt be done, as well as it may be at that 
time; even asthe laſt Moments, wherein Buſineſſes 
of great Conſequence are to be diſpatched, preſs for 
Expedition the more earneſtly. becauſe rhey muſt 


be done then or never, though ir often falls our, rhe. 


time 1s ſo far paſt, they ſuffer nor only mach aiſad- 
vantage, bur even defear by the delay: 

The Notion of a Dea:th-B-d Repentance then we 
may perceive riſing from the great Indifpofition to 
Repent, while rhe Pleaſures of Sin are in their Sea- 
fon, and flouriſh, and Menin Health and Strength to 
enjoy them ; and from the neceſlities of Repenrance 
falling upon them at the laſt, and wringing from 
them ſometimes very high Acknowledgments of 
God and an Eternal Condition, paſſionate Expre:tions 
of the folly, evil and vanity of former Life, deſires of 
Mercy, Profeſſions of {treng Reſolvegneſs to ſerve 
Gad, and if they had many Lives to give God, they 
would give them all. All which being ſo unuſual ro 
hear formerly out of ſuch Mouths, and coming 
from Dying Men, for whoſe Sayings we have a na- 
tural 
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tural regard, Charity rowards them, and willingneſs 
ro hope well of them, gives theſe Semblances, the 
Repuration of Repentance. To which may be ad- 
ded, That thoſe who. are Guides and Seers in Reli- 
gion to0 often, errante Clave, by too Liberal an Ab- 
ſolution open the Kingdom of Heaven to ſuch, and 
taking the Inſtruments of a fooliſh Shepherd ro 
themſelves, heal the hurt of their Souls ſlightly ; fo 
that their Repentance 1s ſainCted here, and though 
It miſcarry in the other World, yer the miſcarriage 
1s hid alſo in that other World. 

From all this hath ariſen a down-right Opinion of 
this kind of Repentance, as the only oop3y gdeuaroy 
the Prudent Expedient, that compounds two fo dit- 
ferent Intereſts, fir{t that of a worldly Converſation, 
to which 1t gives no hinderance ; then that of Eter- 
nal Life in appearance, becauſe it aſſumes the Pro- 
miſes of Mercy to ir felf, eſpecially thoſe gracious 
Aflurances in Ezch.18. Chap. 33. it reckons as made 
on purpoſe for it. All which argues a very vile Senſe 
both of the Juſtice and Mercy of God ; of his Juſtice 
as if it had no authority, of his Mercy as if it had ns 
ſenſe of Honour. 

And laſtly it is grown into a general Expectation, 
rhat kowever 11 and carelefly of God Men have lived 
here, yet they ſhould go our of the World with good 
words of him and Religious Profeflions, as an In- 
baim to their Memory and a Dirge to their Souls in- 
'0 the Happineſs of an Everlaſting Condition. 

*hus they call Repentance and Heaven after their 
own name. This their way is their 
folly ; yer their Poſterity, men of 
.. OKC» lthe Inclinations, approve ther) 

ſayings; becauſe fuch Men ( «: 
tho» 
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they ſpeak ) go away like Lambs, but as the Scrip- 
_—_ like ſenſleſs Sheep are laid in the þ-06 
and Death feeding upon them , the Error is nor 
diſcovered 7:1! the morning : when the upright have 
dominion over them ; that is, infinitely excel 
them, and rheir counterfeit Repentance, which can- 
not ſtand in judgment, nor they in the congregation 
of ſincere Penitents, Pſal. 1. verſ. 5. ps 

Now this account I have given of a Death-Bed 
Repentance obtaining among us, is too comprehen- 
five; yet I muſt acknowledge, that there are pany 
whoſe Judgments are more enlightned and the Senti- 
ments of their Conſciences quicker than to be ſarisfi- 
ed at ſo eaſie a rate, who yer fall into rhe common 
unhappineſs of not having repented, nll they come 
to die : I will therefore enquire further, why many 
who are able to feel before-hand the neceſliries of a 
ſpeedy Repentance, and alſo to draw their Death fo 
near them, as to die datly in the ſenſe of Death ; and 
thereby further perceive thofe Neceifities, do not 
yer Repent daily, bur betray themſelves to an Even- 
ing or Twilight Repentance. 

The Reſolution of this lies nor only im the immo- 
derare love of Sin and its Pleaſures, and theroo low 
apprehenſion of God and Erernal Things, (though 
theſe are always preſent in the cafe ) bur chiefly 1: 
hes tn the great Confidence ſuch Men have in the pre- 
ſent time, not ſenfible of the continual walte of-it ; 
Under the favour of which they put away the: evi! 
day far from them, and ſtretch themſelves upon this 
mement, Amos 6.3. £5c. that they may take their full 
Eaſe and Satisfa@tion : In the meat while ſtifling the 
Thoughts of Dying and Judgtnent: Were ir tor for 
this, no other Reafen would encourage them to des 
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lay their Repentance; for when this Fails, all others 

generally fail alſo, and therefore none are fo paſſio- 

nately moved, as ſuch, when they come to die. 
This Cloud thar is but as big as a Man's hand (our 


" days areas an hands breadth, Pſal 39. 6.) yetlooks 


like the whole Heaven; Ir ſtands as a Firmament 
over their hezds, Ir looks hke an Eternity to Men. In 
this time Repentance finds as little place with them, 
as It is like to do with God inthe Evening of Life. 
In this occaſion the wild Aſſes of the Wilderneſs 


fnuffup the wind at their pleaſure, and none can 


turn them, Jer. 2.24. The luſt of the Fleſh, the 
luſt of the Eye, and the pride of Life (wallow all 
and can ſpare nothing ; Yer in the midit of all this 
the Soul promiſes it ſelf, it will ere long take a Sea- 
fon of recollecting it ſelf, and that it will do it rime 
enough, ſo timely as to leave ſpace ſufficient for a 
large Exerciſe of Repentance; for although it is but 
upon the edges and skirrs of Time, yetir feems to it 
ſelf to be upon the Center, and in its Imagination 
commands the furure, as if it were in its own hand ; 
ſo that through rhe endleſs returns of Pleaſure and 
Buſineſs, through Indiſpoſedneſs ro holy and ſerious 
Action, through Intentions and Purpoſes of being 
better hereafter, it {lips down, e're ever it is aware, 
into the loweſt of Life, and hath the buſineſs of Re- 
pentance lying whole and undiminiſhed upon its 
hand: 72: a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, a little fold- 
#ng of the hands to ſleep, decezves men, tall their 
laſt end comes as an armed man, Prov. 24.12. The 
hopes tl:at zo morrow will be as to day, and much 
more abundant, Ia. 56. 12. fo as to leave enough 
for ſadder Thoughts, befools Men, till the very 
Courſe of Time rows them before they rhink ow 
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Of great moment therefore it is fo 7:umber our 
days rightly, that we may know how frail we are, 
Pſal.39.4. And to apply our Hearts to /iſdom, Pfal. 
20. 12. For this time of Life though ir be bur little, 
yet ze boaſts great things, Jam. 3. 5- This Vapor 
{irerches out it ſelf as far as it can : I: rejorces in 
its own boaſtings which are evil, Jam. 4.16. In 
the mean while the Moments of it are winged, and 
fly from us; they glide away, and we cannot, ex- 
cept we bring them to ftrict Account, take hold of 
them ro graft any thing upon them: How does ro 
day like an Egale, or Poaſt, orſwift Ship, or Arrow 
get from us, /eaving no path > Wiſd.5. 9, &©c. And 
if we offer to take the Account, how many things 
ſnatch ir from us, as an impertinent Diſturber from 
him that 1s catching ſlippery numbers? Here 2s 14/7(- 
dom, let him that hath it count the number of Life, 
far it 1s the number of a Man, Rev. 13. 18. A 
ſhorr number. I: 7s all but Dyzyg Man, Eccl. 6. 1c. 
And yer it requires great Ingenuity, The Ingenuity 
of a Man, that 1s indeed a Man, to find it * Bur 
he that miſles it, 1s found at the end of his davs & 
Foo!, and finds that dreadful reward of a Fool, Jer, 
17. 11. That the great God, that formed all thirss, 
2rves to the Fool as well as to the Tran/gre/jor Prov. 
26. 10. But thoſe that are wiſe ſhine as the Fun in 
the Firmament, Dan. 12. 3. 

Tins far I have infilted upon the Accounts, how 
this Baptiſm of Repentance for the Dead, 1 Cor. 
15. 29. cane in upon Chriſtiamty, that 1s, Hew 1t 
comes to ps that Men will not be baprifed with this 
Baptiſm till they are given over for dead Men, like 
thoſe Clinzci of the firſt Times. that delay'd their 
Bapriſm to their laſt Bed. of whom lome Epound 
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that place, 1 Cor. 15. 29. Vid. Eftium 7n lo- 
cum. 

Bur the Miſtake in this Caſe ( though that paſſed 
not without ſome note of Diſgrace ) 1sin a point of 
much higher Conſequence, and fo far more dange- 
rous, and hath alſo leſs of reaſonable Pretence ; for 
while they thought, Baptiſm waſhed away all paſt 
Sins, and was bur once to be done ; it ſeemed a ne- 
ceſlary Providence to take the full Benefit of it at 
the laſt, upon which account Tertull;an even Ex- 
poſtulates, Quorſum feſtinat innocens eatas ad re- 
miſſionem peccatorum ? while he Diſcourſes of In- 
fanr-Bapriſm. 

Whereas the ater of Repentance 2s never for- 
bidden, Ads 10. 47. but may be both evenly 
drawn through the whole courſe of Life, and often 
renewed to ſupply the Defects of ir ſelf ; which is 
one Signification of that usJeyore dudſaptay]©;, 
2 Cor. 7. 10. that Repentance, which is always pro- 
mored, bur never retracted. Nor do I indeed doubr, 
but the Water of Baptiſm, wherever it hath effect, 
as a Spring, that from the firlt Moment wherein it 

is truly received, runs down with 
* Operatur i a free Current upon the whole 
B.zpriſmo peni- Courſe of Life, and is therefore 
tentia, tan- unverſally * ro be applyed. And 
quam in fun- wheneverConverting Grace works, 
damento. Au: it leads back the Soul, though 
guit.Expoſ.Ep. through many Years patt, ro the 
a4 Roman. Virtue of that Sacramental Foun- 

tain. 

Bur ro return : Although theſe Accounts I have 
now given of a Death-bed Repentance, obtaining 
among us, intold the whole Mulritude of dying Pe- 
nitents, 
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nitents, yet according to the former ſtate given I do 
nor deny, bur that ſome very rare Example there 


-.. may be, giving a better Senſe to this ſort of Repen- 
7 rance; Examples of the Grace of God, acting in a 


way of Prerogative, as hath been ſaid, and working 
effectually rhe truth of Repentance in ſome ; upon 
whom he lays the hand of his Salvation and Reſcue, 
while they ſtand upon the very laſt minutes of the 
Seaſon of Grace, and are juft dropping down into 
Hell ; and guides them to take their Lareſt ſteps in 
the ways of Life, wherein they had hitherto been 
ſtrangers ; upon whom a great Miracle is wrought, 
that they ſhould in their almoſt perfected motion to 
endleſs Ruin be ſtopr, and when they had juſt finiſh- 
ed their Courſe thrther, they ſhould yer be tranſ(- 
planted into the way Everlaſting. 

Bur I proceed to the Third Head., To examine 
rhe moſt hopeful appearances of this Kind of Repen- 
rance, and to ſhew there are plain Cauſes of them, 
mach below the nature of true Repentance. 

And firſt inthe general : It is no wonderful thing 
to find Men in a Paroxyſm, in a high Paſſion of 
ſeeking after God, when they are a Dying. Ir is in- 
deed more ſtrange to find any ſo ſfotred, fo fear'd, 
That their ſpirits ſeem only to go downward: They 
are Beaſts while they live, and as ſuch they go down 
to the dead, Fccleſ. 3. 18, ©c. There are no bands 
7n their Death, Pſal. 73. 4. They go down in a_ Mo- 
ment, Job 21.13. There 1s not a Moment between 
the firſt and ſecond Dearth of rhe Soul, not a Moment 
of Life between, not ſo much as of the Life of na- 
rnral Conſcience. They are twice dead, Jnde 12. 
dead in rhe common Corruption of Nature wherein 
they are born. Dead in the lofs of Narural Principles : 
EC 4 put - 
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pulled up by the roots, there's nothing ro quicken or 
move in them. This is amazing Stupor : They die 
like a ſtone, Exod. 15- 5+ 1 Sam. 25. 37. they 
plunge down with the whole weight and force of 
Impentency. 

Tis way of Dying hath certainly greater Puniſh- 
ment, and heavier Condemnation; and though ir 
ſeem more chooſeable than a fruitleſs Repentance, 
yer doubtleſs Eternity makes a difference, though 
not ſuch an one, as ſhould give any one Confidence 
ro imbarque into 1t in a Coffin-Repentance. _ 

Bur whether it be rather to be chofen or not, this 
is paſt quettion ; Ir is unavoidable ro ſome ; whether 
they will or no they are furprized with Thoughts, 
what will become of them for ever, and few Men bur 
have thoughts this way art ſuch a time above;ordinary. 

But I intend ro ſpeak of the faireſt and beſt ſpread 
Repentance tit is found upon a Death-bed. Thar 
which gives the livelieſt Hopes of it felf, that ir is 
true and ſincere ; not ſuch an one that to a fertousOb- 
ſerver betrays it ſelf ; not either rhar forced compo- 
ſure, ro the Expectation of the World, which looks 
for a folemn Profedion of God from every one thar 
dies ; nor an ignorant and formal Repentance; but 
a Repenrance that hath much of Vigor, and inward 
Aﬀection, and is driven on by great knowledge and 
I:ght ; that 1s accompanied wit much Sorrow, and 
very conſiderate Appreheniions of Eternal Things : 
And if ſuch an one be ſo queſtionable, whar can be- 
coine of others ? | 

There is no reaſon any Repenrtance ſfiould be - rhe 
better eſteemed becauſe Men are Dying, but much 

the leſs. Now while Men are living a thoaſand of 
tneſe ſeeming Changes for the better, are ns 5 
confu- 
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confured without more ado, by after returns to 
Wickedneſs ; and they that have to do with ſuch 
ſhews of yy ny m— regard of them, 
nor of the Perſons for them. Now | 
God, whois the exact Searcher of = oe -_ 4 
Hearts, can much leſs be impoſed ** ac 
<  pretem Ars non 
upon by rhe faireſt appearatices ; fer rot” 
nor can Men wiſe according to the ſalutem 
Rules of Scripture be eafily well 
gult. 
perſwaded of them, and when they $2. 7. 
arebeſt perſwaded,there muftneeds as 
bea very tremblingConſfiderarion of fo great a hazard. 
But to come more particularly to what have pro- 
poſed, v:7. To ſhew that Repenrance 1s a Heighr, 
ro which theſe general Motives of this late Repen- 
rance can never mount the Soul. In which I will 
begin with the Deſcriptions of true Repentance, in 
that wherein it is moſt difficult (not to ſay impoſit- 
ble) to riſe to it upon a Dying Bed. ; 
Repentance in all the parts of it, is the fulleſt, 
cleareſt act of the Soul and Judgment, wherein ir is 
moſt perfedtly it ſelf. Remove a Man never fo far 
from all kind of Fears, from the Appearances of 
Death, if he were to live Ages, he would be of the 
ſame Senſe. He thar truly Repents, doth nor ſnatch 
up Repentance, as an Expedienrt 
for a preſent Extremity, bur choo- Tis auereus- 
ſes it as an entrance into the beft airy Con h 
ſtate of Lite, and lives always, and ew71 meg- 
reſts himſelf in this choice. For x4. Hieroc. 
however this may be introduced Carm.Pyth Pu- 
by very troublefom and tumultu- 74 voluptatum 
ous Motions, yet it 1s 1t ſelf the mutatio. Cypr. 
ealie ſitting down of the Soul with 
C 4 abun- 
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abundant Pleaſure and Satisfaction in the abhorrence * 
of Sin, and love of Holineſs, in the diflike of Vani- 
ty and Senfuality, in the Approbarion of heavenly 
Purity of Heart and Life. Ir-is not a Trance where- 
in Sin lies dead, and a Man is in a Rapture of Good- 
neſs for a time, bur a. molt ſerted State. Godly ſor- 
row, that worketh Repentance, worketh Careful- 
neſs, Fear, Revenge, Deſire, 2 Cor. 7. 11. and by 
theſe accompliſherh a Refpentance to Salvation, that 
hath no after-pain or trouble,no udJeutaza. Verſ.10. 
Theſe Aﬀections are Preparations. Repentance , en- 
ters as a Soul into theſe, which is a ſtill, folid, clear 
Act of Reaſon renewed, and a Mind which gives an 
uniform Vote at all times. A Change thar 1s never 
changed back again, no more than things can pur 
off themſelves, or evil it ſelf become good. It is 
therefore upon fulleſt Deliberation ro chooſe with 
Foſhuah, IT and my houſe, thoſe whom T can govern, 
will ſerve the Lord, Joſh: 24.15. Ir is Engaging the 
Heart to approach to God, the joining our ſelves to 
him by an everlaſting Covenant, never to be forgot- 
ten, Jer... 30. 21. and 50. 5. The cleavirs to Tim 
with full purpoſe of Heart, Adts 11. 23. When all 
forerunning Aﬀections are laid and quier, or worn 
our, this Judgment {till remains, and ratſeth other 
Aﬀections like it ſelf, that ever remain with it ; 
into which the Spirits of the former are extracted, 
and wherein they exerciſe alt the true power rhey 
had. Bur now ona Death-bed there is often a great 
Commotion raiſed, a loud. bluftre of Pafſion never 
arriving at this point, at this Settlement: Bur if a Man 
ſhould live after, it would go off, as Clouds and 
Storms, that when they have ſpent themſelves, va_ 
"ſh and he down: And when a Man dies, ir is - 
e 
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be fear'd, that as they were raiſed by approach to 
the unappeaſable Tempeſts of Darkneſs, fo they are 
hurried with rheir Violence. 

2. It is carefully to be obſerved, that there is in 
rrue Repentance a due Proportion betwixt rhe con- 
trite Indignation of the Soul againſt paſt Sin, and the 
love and zeal ir hath for Holineſs: whereas in Death- 
bed Repentances, it is ofteneſt found, thar there'is 
either a terrifying Preſence only of former Sins, ap- 
pearing tothe affrighted Conſcience, without a more 
hopeful Indication of rhe Soul rruly compoſed ro 
Righreouſneſs : or elſe ſome high flying Reſolutions 
of better Life afterward, offered. as a kind of Bribe 
ro the Patience and Mercy of God, in hopes of pre- 
ſent Deliverance, or ar beſt, asa Ranſom from Hell 
and Erernal Damnation ; bur without a deep ſenſe 
of the guilt and evil of paſt Sins, or the juit appre- 
henſion of that continually running iffue of Corrup- 
tion; that is ſtill defiling anew : Either of theſe is 
a main Error, and pernicious ; For if on the one 
fide the Heaft in a Rage be forced to caſt our fome 


= Sins for the rurbulency of them, if it be nor imme- 


1 


diately filled with better Gueſts, Sever other Spirits 
are ready to enter, and make the laſt ſtate of that 
Man worſe than the firſt, Mar. 12. 43. For Repen- 
rance is no void ſpace, no filent, or unactive {tate, 
bur when it hath diſlodged Luſts, furniſhes and fills 
the Soul with the beſt things, and carries the vigor 
of a Man's Action to the beſt effect ; When by re- 
pentance a Man ceaſes to do evil, he learns to do 
Fell, Tai. 1. 16, 17. And brings forth fruits meet 
for repentance, and amendment of life, Mar. 3. 8. 

On the other ſide, he thar ſeems to make a haſty 
motion to Holineſs without due ſenſe of Sy 
thinks 
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thinks to overrule the method God hath ſet. who 
requires Humiliation, godly Sorrow, Anger.Revenge, 
Fear, as preparing to Repentance : And further, he 
conceits a freedom to himſelf, when he is fetrer'd 
and bound ; withour a power given him from God, 
he offers to caft our Devz!s with eaſe, that cannot be 
caſt out, but by fafting and prayer, Mark 9. 29. 
( that is) ſevere courſes of Sel-abaſement, and low- 
lieit dependences together with earneſteſt Applica- 
rion to the Grace of God. Theſe unclean Spirits 
therefore,that diſſemble a retreat, return immediately, 
and make a Prey of the deluded Soul, As 19.14,5c. 

3- Although Heaven and Hell, Happineſs and Mi- 
ſery, take up the thoughts of a true Penitenr, yer 
not ſeparated from God and Chrilt, but as it were 
compounded into the Senſe of God angry, and the 
deſire of Arronement with him in Feſus Chrs#. Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery conſidered apart are nor the ob- 
ject of the gracious Soul : Bur God and Chritt con- 
ſidered apart are an infinitely ſufficient Reafon of 
Repentance. The clear love of God towards the 
Soul, as a Father in Chriſt withour Reflections upon 
Happineſs, ts, though nor the ſingle, yer the para* 
mount Conſideration in-Repentance unfeigned. Bur 
Men a Dying are generally to over-poſſeſſed with the 
Terrors of an Eternal Suffering, and meer defires of 
Freedom from pain ; and of well-being, and fo in 
hafte, that they generally miſs theſe higher Confi- 
derarions, which being further off, nor only from 
corrupr Nature. bur even from natural Conſcience, 
are not commonly eſpicd, but rherefore argue great- 
er Sincerity, and truth of Hearr. 

4. The true{t Repentance lies in the boſom of 


Faith, the apprchentions of the Love and Goodneſs 


O 
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of God in Chriſt melr the Soul, and give it moſt 
perfed& Separation from Sin, the moſt effectual Pu- 
rification of the Heart ; all which expreſs the heighr 
of Repentance. Upon the ſoft Fire of the pardoning 
Goodneſs of God, the Soul moſt kindly diftils into 
repentant Tears. Here flows that Spit of Grace, 
and ingenuous Goodneſs, which bringeth forth the 
cleareſt and holeſt Aﬀection towards God. 

Bur at the tune we are now ſpeaking of ; It is very 
ſeldom, that either Horror or Preſumprtion do not 
ſwallow all: Prefumprtion, where there 1s little Senſe 
or judgment of rhe Cafe ; Horror, where the Judg- 
ment 1s clearer and the Senſe quicker; for evey thing 
diſpoſes now rather to Fear, and to the Spirit of Bon- 
dage, Rom. 8: 15. and a Man naturally does all he 
does under a ſervile dread of God, and his Eternal 
Juſtice. And though there may be much mention 
of Chriſt, and defire of Mercy through him; yet it is 
bur as a MalefaCtor convicted, beſeeches the Mercy of 
the Judge, no otherwiſe than as of a Judge : 
So ſuch call out for the Mercy of God to par- 
don them, bur ſtill as] a Judge, nor with rhe Spz- 
rit of the Son ſent into the Heart, the Spirit of 
Aaoption crying Abba, Father. Nor with that love 
that caſteth out unworthy Fear, Gal. 4. $. Andin- 
deed how can it be otherwiſe, there having been ns 
acquaintance with God in the way.Job 22.21. bur a 
long Enmity ; and the time now too {trait forwfree 
and full Conſideration of rhe riches of Grace, ſuch 
as may {till an awakened Conſcience: Fear prefles in 
every way, and ſhuts out Faith. What can now 
redeem the Soul from this helliſh Terror, bur a light 
from Heaven immediately darting into ir, a Grace 
above that Grace, that ordinarily faves Men ? For a 
well 
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well ſerled Truſt and Confidence in Mercy according 
ro the general Rule, is not, bur after ſome fad de- 
bates, and experimental Conſultations, that have 
paſſed between the ſenſe of Sin, and the affiancing 
Acts of the Soul upon Chriſt. This Repentance 
then is in great danger of miſſing the Spirit of rhe 
Goſpel, and falling into the Rank of thoſe Repen- 
tances of Cain, Eſau, Fudas. ; 

This I have endeayoured ro ſhew, that though we 
ſuppoſe a Dying Man to ſpread his Soul and Thoughts 
every way , andto all the parts of Repentance ; yet 
it 1s extremely to be ſuſpected, rhere will want the 
true and right quality of them ; in regard of the ve- 
ry diſadvantageous Circumſtances, wherein ſuch an 
one is found ; and the great unfitnefs of the Soul ar 
that time, to begin ro do any thing worthy, to which 
it hath not been before inured ; or if it did begin, it 
would be much more unlikely to bring forth fruzt 
( asour Saviour ſpeaks ) to perfettion, Luke 8. 14. 

T add nothing of the Exerciſes of a full and well 
grown Repentance,- whereby it-is daily eſpying rhe 
rifings of Sin, and ſupprefſing them, and filling up 
the Defects of Holineſs and Obedience; becauſe they 
are not to be thought poflible in the point T am now 
ſpeaking of, and I have already given a Reſolution 
in that Caſe. 

I ſhall now ſet my ſelf to find out the low Cauſes, 
that are alway to be ſuſpected to have the great In- 
fluence upon ſuch a Latrer-end Penitency. 

In general therefore, we mult rake notice, thar 
there are ſeveral vapors of miſapprehenfion, riſing 
upon the Soul, when we are a Dying, that do fo 
&ſguiſe it to it ſelf, and disfigure the true face of it, 
that from thence ariſe dangerous Miſtakes concern- 
inga Mans Condition towards Gor). We 
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We ſee into how many ſhapes upon ordinary Oc- 
currences we change, and how eafily we exchange 
them for quite different, without any good Cauſe; 
what continual Ebbs and Flows there are of the Hu- 
mours, and how do theſe caſt the Ballance of the 
Superiour Soul 2 One Man is every hour ſome ſeveral 
ſorts of Men. 

How much more do grear Accidents, and removes 
out of one Condition into another, alter us > Which 
yer are but the ſudden and juſt now ſtate of our 
Minds upon ſuch Alterations, which not continuing 
we return to our former Figure, Vnſtable and weak 
as water, Gen. 49. 3. we take the form of every 
Veſſel we are putinto. Who knows then whetherſhis 
Dying Repentance be any more than the Mould, nor 
of his Mind, bur of his Dying Condition approaching 
him big, with ſo great a Change 2 We know many 
things befal us in our Lives, which pur a greater 
ſenſe of Religion upon us, than we find at other 
times ; and yer how variable are we? our goodneſs at 
ſuch times 15 as the Morning Dew, and as the early 
Dew tt goeth away, Hoſe. 5.4. How often are we 
from the occaſions of Mercies, Afflictions, Fears, 
Hopes, good Diſcourſes, carried into high Apprehen- 

fions of God ? And we loſe them again we know not 
how : Now out of doubt a Dying Condition of any 
thing we meet with in the World 1s molt apt ro 
move us upon God, and a Senfe of him. Bur can 
we think, Thoſe fleeting Shoots of the Soal. rhar 
have no certainty, are accepted for Repentance ? 
How {trangely doth Melancholly.and Oppretitons 
of that transform Men ? which when it falls upon 
the Motions of Conſcience, gives us itrong Imagina- 
rions of Frernal Things ; which yet being nothing 


ur 
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but the caſt of thar Melancholly upon the Thoughts; 
when thar 1s removed, they are quite of another hue. 

Ir is evident the Mind fees much through the Bo- 
dy, and the Repreſentations are coloured by its 
Temper. As the Eye ſees through yellow or green 
Glaſs, differently from the things themſelves : So 
the Serenity or Cloudineſs of the Humours makes a 
different Reflection of things upon the Mind, and 
the livelineſs or heavineſs of the Spirits incline us to 
very varying Apprehenfions. 

. Now what time is more like to be ſo incumber'd 
with theſe Clouds and Vapours than a Dying Hour ? 
When every thing is ready to contribute them, and 
nothing to ſcatter them ? It then Natural Conſcience, 
and implanted Senſe of God together with the No- 
tions g1venus from Scripture paſs through theſe, rhey 
become very imprefitve, and affecting for the time ; 
and yer he much nuitakes Repentance, who thinks 
it no more, than a fit of Religious Melancholly. 

Bur let us enquire after ſome more ſerled, and 
conſtant Cauſes of theſe Penitential Motions near 
Deata, and we ſhall find many very likely to be fo, 
that are not yet worthy of true Repentance. and 
therefore what (prings from them, is not accepted 
before God. 

t. When Men ind all their Being in the World 
at an end, and feel themſelves falling, they know 
not whither; It1sno firange thing rhey fhould catch 
at God, and thar they may take hold of him, at Ho- 
lineſs alſo; Seeing ingrafted Principles together 


. with general Diſcourſe teach every one, how deat 


Holinets 15 to God. | 

Ii God and Goodneſs were no more than Imagina- 
'y things: It would be no wonder. if they who are 
rolled 
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toſſed off the World, and thrown over-board from 
ir, ſhould ſnatch ar them ; if there were no more in 
the Cafe than this, that every one hath heard ſo much 
ſpeech, and talk of them a:mong Men. For ro him 
that harh nothing 1n reality, even a Shadow, a Phan- 
Cy are valuable. Men that are dropping through 
the Air, or finking under Water, withour Confulta- 
tion offer ar every thing they meer with. * 

In great Extremities ſhort of Death, they that are 
bereft of all worldly Afliſtance, fly to the Divine 
Succours, though as Fonah's Marriners they pray 
to an Idol inſtead of the true God, and their Devort- 
on 1s no better than Superitition, which 1s but a 
Phancy in Religion. Whar ſtrange thing then 1s 1t, 
for nature to cry out for God, and Chriit, for Par- 
don of Sin, to be delivered from Hell, and to have 
Heaven for an everlaſting Reſt, when all things elſe 
evidently fail as they do in Death ; and when nor 
only Phancy, and general Opinion, but moſt fuh- 
{tantial Reaſon inlightned by the Scripture provoke 
up a Manto it, even for Self preſervation © 

Yer this differs bur little from howling npon o:ur 
Beds for Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, Hot. 7. 14. for 
though the rhings difter much in their Nature, yer 
the Eiteem Men have of them, and rhe deſire they 
have after them is much upon the ſame ground; for 
theſe Spiritual things appear to that natural Senſe of 
Self-preſervation, as necz{lary in Death, as the other 
do in Life and Health. 

Bur if the approaches of Dearth happen to be again 
drawn off, the value of Spiritual things removes 
with them, - and the things of this World, with all 
the ſenſual and ſinful Delights of it, return ro their 
toriner price : which argues the ineffectualneſs of 

this 
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this cauſe of Repentance, and the Unacceptableneſs 
of the Repenrance it ſelf to God, that flows from 
it ; God diſclaims Men,that have never come to him 
before their Extremity, and come then only becauſe 
of it» In the time of their trouble they will (ay, 
' Ariſe, and ſave us : But where are thy Gods that 
thou madeſt > Let them ariſe if they can ſave thee, 
Jer. 2. 27,28. Thus ro ſuch Dying Men crying out 
to him, God ſays, Ler your former Lufſts and Plea- 
fures now be your Happineſs. Fools and ſcorners, 
that would not be warned, cal! zpon God in their 
calamity, and ſeek him early, when the whirlwind 
of their deſtruftions hurries them, but cannot make 
him hear, cannot find him, Prov. 1. 14+ 

2. Suppoſe the deſires after God, and Eternal 
Happineſs, with all the Rerinue of thoſe Deſires riſe 
nor, ſo much, from the Neceflities of remove from 
this Life, and ſenfible Supports, but immediately 
from the ſight of Eternal things themſelves: yer will 
not this conclude rhe Repentance fincere. For we 
may eaſily pitch upon ſeveral fo plain reafons of rheſe 
quick Apprehenſtons of another World, that it is 
much more {trange, if any Man be not {truck with 
them ; and they that are, are not in greater Extafies 
of theſe Confiderations, than that moſt die in ſome 
fa:r inclinable Temper rowards them, and others are 
extraordinarily ſurprized with them, yer without 
true Repentance. 

For Firlt, If it were no more, bur the leiſure, and 
unintereſtedneſs of the Mind in all worldly things, 
that Death brings : It is no wonder that the Action 
of ir ſhould immediately, and neceſlarily flow upon 
God ; far tt beirg always in action, and motion from 
its very Nature, and God having made it for — : 
an 
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and the manner of its living here in the World being 
a ſlavery willingly undertaken for the Service of the 
Body, and the Enjoyment of this preſent Life, in its 
being fallen from God : Ir 1s nothing ſtrange, that 
that Drudgery being now at an end, and the chains 
wherein it was held, juſt a breaking, it ſhould fall 
upon God, and Spiritual Objects, whither the {tream 
of it was prepared to run, and which are moſt truly 
its own buſineſs. For the diftance being ſo wide, 
and irreconcilable berween Man, and this Earth in 
Death ; the very having nothing elſe ro do muſt car- 
ry him upon the Future State ; ſeetg his Soul is 
ſuch a Being as cannot narurally le ſtill, and thar 
State 1s all, that it hath to work upon, and further 
than thar, it is ſo nearly allied to it. 

Secondly, The very looſening and uncementing 
the Soul from the Body, wherein it dwelt, and 
wherein the Motions of it were re- 
ſtrained, hath heen thought very Mults enim 
probably ro give Men lefler de- quum remziſſe 
grees of thoſe Advantages near © bers ſunt 
their Death, which naked and free futura proſpt- 
Spirits not incloſed and pent up in cz1nt, ex quo 
Bodies bave, whereby they have 2zntelligztur 
been able ro make Conjectures of quales futurs 
future things, and to ſpeak pro- /int quum ſe 
pherically. The leſs the Soul is plane corporis 
bound to work by the Body, the vinculis relax- 
higher are its Operations. All ex- aver:nt. Cics 
traordinary Motions of the Soul are de Seneut. 

a kind of Raviſhment from Senſe. 

Thoſe great Prophertick Blefſings Gen. 49. 

of Facob and Moſes were near their Deur. 32, C. 33. 

Dying. It is therefore = eaſie 
x0 
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to be thought, that when the Soul and Body are 
ready to cleave aſunder, and rhe Spirit to he ſepara- 
ted trom Fleſh, that it ſhould make an higher flight 
rowards Eternal Things. 

The nearer every thing is to1ts own Refidence,the 
more vehement 1s 1ts motion ſaid to be hither. So 
there may very well be quick allies of the Soul ro- 
wards Eternity, before it enters into it, when it 1s fo 
near that everlaſting Receptacle of it ſelf. 

Thirdly, We may obſerve in the Experience of 
all times, every appearance of the orher World harh 
itrange effects of Fear, and affrightment upon Mens 
Minds : When any one is entring then into that 
whole World, it may well put him upon purifying 

hinſelf, more than they that fall upon Leviathan, 
Job 41. 25. When Men are juſt upon that Region of 
Spirits, what appalements of Mind and ſtrong work- 
ing of Thoughts muſt there needs be ® Much more 
if the Soul have any ſenſe of its approach to the in- 
finite Holineſs of God, at whoſe rebuke the Plllars 
of Heaven tremble ; whoſe preſence aftoniſhes the 
purer Spirirs of Angels, and bears down the Souls 
of good Men to the Duſt, as of 
Heb. 12. 21, Moſes, Fob, Tſaitah, &c. in his 
Iſai. 6. 5. interviews with them. How 
Job 42. 6. much more of thoſe that- have 
Dan. 10. 8. never thought of God, and now 
muſt come near his Seat? 

Nothing fo compoſes the Soul ro this amazing 
change of Condition and Converſe, as long continu- 
ed Treaties with God through Chriit : when though 
Men change thetr place, they do 
not change their company : Others, 
when this great /;ghe ſtrikes 
them, 


Job 24. 217. 
Job 39. 15s 
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them, are in the very terrors of the ſhadow of death, 
and ſhaken out of their place, out of all the Security, 
and qumet Senfuality they lived in. 

Let us now take the eſtimate or avail of theſe 
things to true Repentance, and we ſhall find, when 
the Soul lies thus uncovered to the things of Erernity, 
It hath natural Reaſons for all, ir may ſeem to do like 
return to God , and fo that all argue nothing of the 
true Grace of God ; but if a Man were again in his 
former'State he would be the very fame he was : For 
firſt, as one thing ſtrikes upon another with a na- 
rural Effect, Light upon the Eye, Sound upon the 
Ear, fo Eternal Things upon the Immortal Spirit, 
when there 1s nothing between to 
Intercepr the ftroke. Further, r John 2. 16. 
when the luſt of the fleſſp, the lnſ? 
of the eye, and the pride of life are as a Scene remo- 
ved, and a Play at an end; and inſtead of them 
another World drawing near, juſt as Men defeated 
In all their attewprs for Riches, and Honours, and 
beaten off from them to a private Life, call all rheſe 
things Cheats ; not our of true Reaſon, bur becaufe 
they cannot reach them : on the other ſide they praiſe 
Retirement and a Cloy titer, nor thar they like 1t, bur 
becauſe they muſt hve ſo, which begets ſome kind 
of Contentedneſs fo to live. Thus and no otherwiſe 
do many Dying Men call all this World Vanity, and 
profeſs an high Eſteem for all things pertaining to 
rhar to come. 

Carte 3. There is yet a more prefing Account of 
the moſt notable motions that were ever found :n 
any of their Repentances, 73. The awakenings 0 
Conſcience uſual at this time, becauſe of the Senſe 


of a Judgment : while common Exprrience tells 
D 2 Mer, 
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Men, It zs appointed to all Men once to die, Heb. 
9. 27. and ſinking Nature gives notice, This is the 
time : Conſcience lifts up to the next thing. After 
that the Fudament. 

Now no Man ſees Judgment, a Judgment Omni- 
ſcient, Omnipreſent, Eternal, without great ſhakes of 
Soul, eſpecially rhat hath done nothing ſeriouſly to 
arree with the adverſary in the way, Luk. 12. 18. 
Conſcience then rifing up with the Awe of a Tribu- 
nal upon it, ſtirs upall the Powers to fly from the 
Wrath that is to come, by defires of Pardon, and 
Reſolutions of Amendment. The very hearing of 
| Judgment made ſuch a one as Fw- 
As 24. 25+. lix tremblees When Judgment 

' ſeems to us, at the other end of 
Heaven, all is quiet ; bur when Death brings us to 
the very ſeat of ir, how loud may be the cries for 
Mercy ? The bewalling che former evils of Life ? 
Now Men pour out their Complaints for the want of 
God, the miſimprovement of former time : Now 
they make large offers of a ſtrict and ſevere Mortifi- 
cation, and Devotion to Religion. Now they would 
give the thouſand Rams, the ten thouſand Rivers 
of Oyl, their firſt born for their Traſgreſſion, the 
Fruit of their Body for the ſin of their Soul, Mic. 6. 
6,7. And yet all bur the Eye opened to ſee the 
Aaming Sword of Jaltice, that makes even 
a Balaam wiſh to die the 
Num. 22. 32. death of the Righteous, and ro 
Cap. 2.3. IO. have a latter End, Sober, Jutit, 
Religious. 

The very Suſpition of a Judgment inclines Men 
thus far univerſally almoſt, that hardly any chooſe 
ro die in a Rant, in a Madneſs ; bur had rather by 
virtge, 
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virtue, and Religion be conſigned over to another 
World ; and have their Eyes cloſed by Mercy, and 
Grace in Chriſt : They would ſee the Salvation of 
God, and ſo Jeparr in Peace. 

Objef. 1. Bur it may be objected : Seeing theſe 
granted to rife from true Conviction, and not to be 
Diflimulation, or counterfeir Prerence, Why may 
not they have the worth of rrue Repentance ? 

Anſw. 1. Toanſwer this: Ler me conſfider, pure 
Conviction, and enlightned Apprehenfion, and the 
Aﬀections begotten ofthem, are no Argument of 
true Goodneſs , where the Light hath nor a bemign, 
and free Operarion . upon the Judgment, an Allure- 
ment upon the Will, an Indearment upon the 
Aﬀections , ro turn them ro a full Delight, and Sa- 
risfaction in God and Holineſs, and to a diſlike and 
abhorrence of Sin. For elſe, the 
Devils, who believe and tremble, Fam. 2. 19. 
muſt be thought Converts. For 
who have clearer fight of rhings than they ? Balaam, 
whoſe Eyes were opened, and ſpoke fo great things 
of God, and his People, muſt be concluded a good 
Man. Eſan and Fudas, who had 
ſo fad*apprehenfions of Sin, and Matth. 27. 4« 
their lofs by ir, muſt be affirmed Heb. 12. 7. 
to be Penitents. Nebucadnezar's Dan. 4. 17. 
and Dar:ns his acknowledgments and 6. 26. 
of God muſt be tiken for true Luk. 6. 20. 
Grace. Herod his hearing Fohn Acts 24. 25. 
Baptiſt gladly. Felrx his trem- 
bling ar Pau's Diſcourſe, may be thought Eviden- 
ces of rrue Repentance. 

Objet. 2. Burt Secondly it may be ſuppoſed, be 
cauſe theſe very Convictions and Aﬀections are not 

D 2 unverlt ; 
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univerſal ; bur we ſce multitudes go out of the 
World withour rhem, carrying little better than a 
decent and civil Reſpect to Religion, that therefore 
there is ſomerhing of God, ſomething Heroick in 
them, thar have tnem. 

Arnſiv. 2. This indeed may be no other, rhan rhe 
wife and good Government of God over the World ; 
whereby he rakes care, there ſhould be Teſtimonies 
of himſelf, and the Goodneſs of his ways ; rhat Athe- 
im, and Wickedneſs may. nor carry it, as if all were 
their own, as1f there were an unexceptionable Con- 
currence on thetr fide againtt God and Holineſs. For 
as he receives witneſs from the conttant. gracious and 
religious Lives of good Men, fo he conitrains ſome 
of rhem, that have lived contrary ro him all their 
hives, to give him glory ar lail, for the good of 
others. though withour ſaving benehr to trhemſfelves. 
Which he may ju'tly do, and without any 1njury to 
them. Seeing all the Service every Creature can do 
to him, is intinitely due, he may make uſe of that 
winch 1s his own, fo far as he pleaſes. And becauſe 

what the word God puts in their 
N11. 23. 59 monthsis not their own,not arifing 
Mztti. 12.35- our of the good treaſure of therr 

hearts (as appcars in Balaam ) 
therefore their everlaliing Conclition 1s not determi- 
ned by ir, but by their conl{tant Courfe of rhe for- 
mer Lite, the true Image of their Hearts, as we fee 
in the ſame Ba/zam, who after 
died by the 1/r4ae/77cs hard, whoſe 
greatnels he had prophetied. Yer I 
will not deny,bur they may have their reward in mitt* 
gat:on of Paniſhment for any Service done to God. 

I: God did notinterpoſe thus ſometimes, he might 
ſeem 
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ſeem wanting in ſomething that concerned him, at 
lealt as a gracious Ruler of the World. He therefore 
over-rules ſome.who have lived fo, as to make a con- 
{tant Argument againſt him, and a furure State ( fo 
far as Wickednels could doit ) to retract the whole 
Courſe of their Life, and give their Vote, for whar 
they had fo long withitood. 

I will yet further add another Cauſe of a Death- 
Bed Repentance, that ſometimes falls out to have a 
moſt powerful Influence, and yet the Repentance 
that ſprings from 1t, is very unſafe to contide 11. 

Cauſe 4. Dying Men are oft under the play and 
force of other Mens Reaſon and Religion. For it is 
a general, and neceſſary Charity of Men affected to 
Religion themſelves, to offer the ſenſe of it to others, 
in a Line when they think it likely ro be accepr- 
ed, and ſo infinitely neceſſary ; which Practice how- 
ever needtul, and molt commendable in it ſelf, yer 
by accident may have raifed higher the opinion of a 
Death Bed Repentance, and 1s often the occation of 
great Error in the rhing it felt. 

For ſuppoſe a Man followed with found and affe- 
Qionate Perſwafions, to do all that may be done 
for his Soul in this exigent ; how conceiveable is ir, 
that Man may be fo far wrought upon, as to enter- 
tain a preſent ſenſe of Religion, and yer have no 

trae Life, no Lite rhat ariſes from a true intimate 
Principle. Burt as rhoſe Bodies of Air taken, and 
moved by Angels ſeem to perform the Functions of 
living Bodies, yer do bur ſeem to do fo, for they 
have no Principle of Life natural ro them ; bur as 
ſoon, as they are forſaken by the Spirits thar made 
uſe of rhem, rhey fy abroad, and diſfperle themſelves. 
Thus that general ſenſe of Conſcience, that lics fcat- 
1 rered 
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tered through the Soul, and unable for action, being 
gathered together and united by good and holy Ap- 
plications, and acted thereby, may have force ſo 
long, as that Union continues ; bur that Diſcourſe 
that holds it together ceafing, it immediately falls 
aſunder, and loſes its Efficacy. 

The Stone that receives motion from the Hand, 
that throws it, goes cn whilſt that motion laſts, 
when that 1s ſpenr, ic falls to rhe ground : ſo the force 
of Exhortation ceafes too often, when he that gives 
it, leaves thoſe to whom 1t was given. 

The Inſtrument to which the Muſician's Hand 
gives tune and voice, lies dead when he deſerts it : 
Mans Soul is made by God capable of religious rune 
and motion, and while a skillful hand plays upon ir, 
it may give thart ſound very diſtinctly, and yet have 
no Life in it ſelf. 

The ſtriking of Conſcience makes the Sparks fly 
cur, yea and ſometime kindle in a flame, and yer ir 
prefently dies, becauſe nor ſupplied with a continual 
Oyl ro feed it. 

The Mind of one Man is very apt to receive Im- 
preffions from anorher ; we ſee whar Paſſions and 
Motions are raiſed by an Eloquent Speaker ; how the 
Underſtanding 1s carried capave, while the Orator 
works upon it : and yer all the Aﬀection thus blown 
2p falls flar again, when the Breath that ſwelPd 1t 
lies fill, and is apt to be carried the contrary way by 
croſs Perſwaſions equally infinuated. : 

How much more may this be in religious things ? 
Conſcience being fo eafily ſtirred by fuch Applicatt- 
ons, as we ſee in Fel:x, though it 1s as eafily be- 
calmed, when ſinful Luſts, rhiough the Efficacy of 
Temptation, are loud and high. 
And 
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And all this is certainly much eafilier done near 
Death, when Men are fo ſoft, that they are apr ro 
take any ſtamp; ſo melting, as to be gathered into 
any mould. 

It is poſſible for one Man's Spirit to carry another 
for ſome conſiderable ſpace of time, as we ſee in 
Fehoiadas influence upon Foaſh, who was not 
yer all that rime poflefled with 
the things themſelves, whereunto 2 K272. 12. 1. 
he was directed. 

Bur true Repentance 1s a Frame ſer up by the Spi- 
rit of God in the Heart, ſubſiſting by that Spirit up- 
on it ſelf, and makes uſe only of all Helps ſubordi- 
nated toir, by the Wiſdom of thar Spirit ; bur doth 
not live from that Help, bur from it ſelf through 
that Spirit, irs ſupreme Life. 

To draw theſe things therefore to a Sum, It will 
appear, after all theſe Cauſes have done, whar they 
can, theſe great Errors following are generally 
found, and always to be ſuſpe&ed in a Death-Bed 
Repenzance. 

1. In a Death-Bed Repentance, There is only a 
Judgment made of the Cafe of Ertermty, confidered 
by ir ſelf, and without a Conterpoiſe: The Excel- 
lency of God and Eternal Things are minded, as 
they ſtand our of the Air of Temptation. Now 
though this be a good Opportunity for the tir{t con- 
ſiderarion, yer rhar Confideration mult grow fo 
{trong, as to retain the ſame (enſe, in the midſt of 
all Pretences from the World and Sathan. Elſe in 
the time of Temptation this Re- | 
pentance falls away. * © For * Dr. Jackſon, 
* there may be many true Appre- Book 10. Chap. 
* henſions, which may make deep 23. Sect. 3. 

* Im- 
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* Impreſlion nor only in the Brain and Phancy, and 
« upon our Aﬀections, whileſt theſe are calm, and 
*< unp-ovok*d, and yer both rhe Apprehenſion and 
* Impre.7ion quickly vaniſh upon the itarting, or 
© provocation of contrary Fancies or Aﬀections. 

When the Blood cools in the Veins, and the Spt- 
rits are ready to \(tand {iill, when a Man 1s no lon- 
ger to live 1n the World, the ſeaſon of the pleaſures 
of Sin 25 over, then to cait out his Luits, What 
excellent thins does he 2 does 
not even nature, whether he will 
or no, the ſame > True Repen- 
tance encounters Tempration, and relifts unto 
Blood , when thoſe Pleaſures of Sin are at the height, 
and rhe ride of Corruption from within ſwells moſt. 
As Moſes choſe to [utfer affiittion with the people of 
God rather than to enjoy the pleaſures of Jin for a 
ſeaſon, Heb. 11. 25. although they were 1n their 
growing, and aſcending Morning. Rep2ntance will 
not worth'p that Sun in rheFatt.It 1sa very fmall thing 
ro deſpiſe 1t in the Welt, and jult a ferting ; to chooſe 
Religion, when there is nothing to vie with 1t. 

2. Iris not a Conſideration of heavenly Things in 
their true worth, bur only as recommended by the 
preſent Neceiifirty. For who would nor die the 
Death of the Righteous, and have his latter end 
like his ? Every Man ar that time would be glad to 
find, he hath lived well ; and he that hath lived 
workt, except he be outrageous in Prophanenels, 
will wiſh he had lived better. Eternity at hand 
gives value to all Holineſs and ſenſe of God, in 
{yghr of the World ; and leſſens all things elfe to 
a nothins, and leſs than nothing; wnprints a 
Gialtlineſs and Horror unon all WGKOns _ 
enfi.- 
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Senſuality. The thirty pieces are 

nothing worth, and the :nnocent Mat. 27. 3s 
blood above all value, when Men . 
ſuffer in the Agonies of Conſcience, and Fears of 
the approaching Judge. A Houſefull of Silver and 
Gold will not buy a Man to reſiſt God, when in- 
deed he appears ro him ; -1whenr 

the terrible Majeſty opens it ſelf, Numb. 22. 18. 
whar 1s ſo precious, that Men 

will not fling to the Bats and Tat. 2. 20; 
Moles 2 When the Breath is go- 

ing out of the Noſtrils, how precious 15 Repentance, 
Faith, a Pardon in Chriſt, a happy Eternity, ro 
thoſe, who have heretofore lighted them, as the 
oft-ſcouring of all things? 

Bur theſe things are always fo rich, Wiſdoin is 
always fo precious, thar it diſdains to borrow Eiteem 
from a minute of Extremity ; and theretore it molt 
often falls our, that thoſe who wou!d.none of its 
counſel, but deſpiſed all irs Reproof,when they come 
ro ſeek it early, cannot find it, but it laughsat their 
Calamity, as Men laugh at the unhappineſs of Fools, 
that would nor be corrected in their Folly, rill their 
Miſery confure their Confidence. 

3. From hence it follows, Thar this Repentance 
1s a Choice, when there is no otner Choice : It a 
Man loved his Sins, or the World never fo patiton- 
ately, he mutt leave them ; if he diſliked God, and 
his Holineſs, and an everlaſting Abode with him, to 
the urmolt ; yer he is even forced upon rhem, or 
daſhed upon an Erernal Miſery, and Unhappineſs , 
which it is 1mpoſſible ro chooſe : And: theretore 
though he would nor chooſe the holy ways of God, 
if he mighr {till enjoy former Vanity, yer that being 
olds 
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out of his reach and way, he muſt take whart is to 
be had. The Senſe therefore 1s no more than this, 
All theſe things are good, when a Man is juſt a Dy- 
ing ; bur while he lives, and can have the World, 
they are troubleſom and unprofitable : Death makes 
them good, upon this account only, becauſe elfe 
there would be ſomething worſe, and there can no 
longer be any thing better. A Man 1s now willing 
to offer a Life he hath nor to give, hur Eternal Life 
1s not worth any part of rhar Life he thinks in his 
power to do any thing elſe with. Ler us then ob- 
lerve at what rate it 1s ſet; for to uſe Tertullian's 

words in another Caſe, we may 
* Qnale bonum thus Reaſon. * © What a mean 
hoc eft, quod ** fort of good 1s this, that only 
ets eſt, pe- © excels Puniſhment, which needs 
ma, qued non *© the worſt of States for a Foil to 


poteſt videri 
bonim, niſi 
peſſimo compa- 
ratumsz ut 1aeo 
bonum fit reſt- 
peſcere, quia 
dacterins et ar- 
dere. Ceterium 
fr per mal: cot- 
iationem Cog1- 
tur bonum dict, 
non tam bonum 
eſ?, quam g2- 
us malt inje- 


* ic ſelf, that ir may be thonghr 
* Goo? Ir 1s good to repent, and 
* be ſaved, becauſe who can dwell 
« with everlaſting Burnings 2 Bur 
«* if it muſt purchaſe rhe Reputa- 
* tion of being Good from Evil, 
* it is not ſomuch a Good, as a 
* lower degree of Evil; which 
© while the greater Evil Eclipſes it 
« 1s compelled as it wereto accept 
* the name of a good, being dri- 
© yen upon the confines of Good- 
<* neſs by the Violence of greater 
* Evil. 


r:or1s, quad altiori malo obſcuratum ad nomen bonz 
:mpellitur. Terwl. De Monegamia. Chap. 3- 

4. This Reponrance is not the Free, bur inſlaved 
Judgmenr and C::vice of rhe Sov]; as Men calt our 


. 


Goods 
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Goods in a Storm, and receive a Power to Rule over 
them, that they cannot endure, bur thar it is roo 
ſtrong for them. Men are afraid what God will do 
ro chem, therefore they ſubmit. His Enemies in 
Heart are found Lyers ro him, they flatter him with 
their Mouth, as Fulzan oppreſſed by the Almighti- 
neſs of Chriſt, is ſtoried to have cried our, V:ciſtz 
Galilze, Thou haſt overcome me, Galz/ean. Thus 
they are overcome by Death, and the apprehenſion 
of Judgment. In the ſight and view of the Danger 
Men reſolve to part with their Sins. Let but thar re- 
move, they call for their Sins again, as Mariners wiſh 
for rheir Goods after rhe Storm. They throw up their 
Luſts in their ſickneſs, bur drink them in when their 
trouble is paſt, as the Dog returns to his vomit, 2, 
Per. 2. 22, In all this there is nothing of the love 
of God. 
5. In this Repentance, the Soul of it is generally 

a pitiful mean Self-love, even the meaneſt kind 
imaginable, wheretn a Man confiders himſelf as a 
Creature in being, and likely, or art leaſt poſſible ro 
be for ever ; withour any apprehenſion of himſelf,as 
a rational Creature made for God, and the Enjoy- 
ment of him, in conforming with whom his Happi- 
neſs conſiſts, and in the reſting for ever in his love. 
Of this part he hath no diſtinct apprehenſion, only he 
would be happy though he knows nor what it is, or 
rather he would not be miſerable ; yer even thar he 
truly underſtands not. Burt as the Jews faid ro 
Chriſt, when he ſpake to them of the Bread of Lite, 
Lord ever more give us this bread; 

and yer were ſcandalized ar his Fohn 6. 34. 
Explanation of himſelf to be rhar 

Bread, fo far as to leave him. And the Pharifces 
hearing of the Vineyard to be let ont to other Hs: 


, 
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Luk. 20.16. band-men, and the Judgment up- 
on themſelves ro be executed, 
Cried our, God forbid, yet run on in the Sin, that 
brought it upon them. 

This little point of Self-love into which all is 
crowded is ennobled with no fight of the Excellency 
of rhe things themſelves,or a due Eſtimation of them, 
as the true pleaſure, and joy of an Immortal Spirit. 

This 1s not that allowable love of a Man's ſelf, 
which incircles it ſelf within the love of God, as the 
lefler Circle 1s comprehended by the greater, bur 
this either leaves out that love wholly, or debaſes it 
to baſelt ſelf. 

Let us now compare both ſides together, and ſee 
how much true Repentance differs from that, which 
is always to be feared, leſt it ſhould be the height of 
the Death-Bed : And of that which hath been ſpoken, 
this 1s the Sum, | 

True Repentance is the moſt free Election of the 
Soul inabled by the Grace of Ged, upon a clear, 
and juſt Dictate of the Judgment, attended with fin- 
cerelt Aﬀection, to give up it ſelf to God rhrough 


Jeſus Chritt, and when it 1s moſt ir ſelf, not under 


any irregular fear or conſtraint, and ( at leaſt would 
be the ſame ) in a time, when it hath all rhe probabt- 
lity that can be to lay hold upon things preſent. 

The other Repentance ariſes from a Soul all trou- 
bled, and diſcompoſed with the throws of Death, 
the fears of Hell, the Doubts what will become of 1: 
in another World, the Uproars of a guilry Confci- 
ence ; when it ſuppoſes it ſelf neceſſarily ar the full 
itop of its former Courſes, by being cur off from 
longer Lite, in the midſt of all which ariſe yehement 


Reſolutions ro turn from Sin ro God, and _ 
WIEHK 


Of a Death-Bed Repentance. 49 


with many fair Apparences, but without opportuni- 
ty to give proof of themſelves. 

Ler any one Judge berween theſe two Repentan- 
ces, and accordingly even counſel himſelf concern- 
ing them. | 

Yet I muſt acknowledge this Diſcourſe ſubject to 
theſe following Limitations. 

1. That the Arguments I have inſiſted upon pre- 
vai! not only againlt a Death-Bed Repentance, bur 
againſt all Repenrances, that have no higher Spirit 
to move them, than whar I have now repreſented ; 
from hence therefore we may take the trial of our 
Repenrance in general, for though a Death-Bed is 
moſt ſubject to theſe miſtakes, yet whatever Re- 
pentance falls under them, is by reaſon of them in- 
valid ; and the later any Repentance 1s, or the more ir 
is occaſioned by any Extremity, which it doth not 
out-live, the more ſubject 1t is to them. 

2. WharT have ſaid is not at all to be underſtood 
of the perfecting and confummaring Repenrance, by 
higher and fuller Acts rowards God at Death,though 
enforced by the preſent Circumſtances of the Caſe. 
For true Repentance running through the whole life, 
rakes advantage of every thing, much more of ſo con- 
fiderable an Opportunity to unite all our ſtrengrh for 
God,as a Death-bed brings with 1t. All that hath been 
ſpoken is deſigned again{(t truſting ro the Extreme 
Unttion of a . Lak Repentance, juſt rhen begun. 

3. I have before reſolved upon that rendere(t Do- 
Ctrin, thar it is po:Tible among all the unhappy Cir- 
cumſtances of a Dying-Bed, there yet may be this 
true Act of the Underitanding, Will, and Aﬀections 
rurning ro God ; and if rhere be this, it would be 


the ſame and abke, however theſe Circumltances 
alter, 


_ —_ 
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alter, and then it excels thoſe temporary Amend- 
ments undertaken in the freeſt times of Life. Bur 
becauſe ir is bur poſſible and fo almoſt impoſiible, 
fo unhappy a Cafe, ( as nor to have repented till juſt 
we die) ſhould fall our fo happily, the Intention of 
this Diſcourſe ftands good notwithſtanding. 

4. I acknowledge,rthe choice of the Soul can never 
be fo free, bur it muſt be ſubject ro infinitely rhe 
moſt worthy and preponderating conſiderations -of 
the love and goodneſs of God, the Redemprion of 
Chriſt,the greatneſs of eternal Happineſs moſt indear- 
ing on one fide ; of the fear and terror of the Lord, 
the loſs of a Soul, everlaſting perdirtion, moſt per- 
ſwafive on the other fide; fo . Aa if a Man cannot be 
free in his choice of Religion, except he chooſe it 
withour rhe force of any ſch conſideration, he can 
never be at all free, for theſe are on all ſides of him : 
And further, there is always the ſapream motion 
of the Grace of God, which does nor lefſen,but ſteer 
and exalt the freedom of the Will rowards God. 

The difference then between true and falſe Re- 
pentance in this particular is the ſame, rhar is, be- 
eween juſt and rational conſideration of all the mo- 
tives of Hope and Fear; and the hurry of them 
moving us not intellectually, but as a Tempeſt, or 
with the force of a meer Engine. 2. Between the 
higheſt reaſons carrying the chiefeſt force, and 
leading along with them the lower ones, and the 
lower doing all without the higher, for want of 
which they are Senſual or Helliſh. 3. Between the 
government of meer Providence, and of the Spirit 
of God. 4. Between the Repenrance of Carr, Eſar, 
Saul, Fudas, atid the Repentance of David, Manaſ- 
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5, Tacknowledpge the firſt Preparations of the Soul 
by God for himſelf, may be with a great deal of noiſe 
and confuſion ; Clouds and Darkneſs are the Duſt of 
his Feet, Storms 90 before him to prepare his way ; 
while theſe laſt, there cannot be a ferene calm Act of 
the Soul, and he thar doth nor live till he hear that 


(till Vaice, in which God 18, 1s in great danger of 


being loſt in the Storin. Bur 1f out of this Darkneſs 
and Confuſion, a holy and gracious $ettle:nent pro- 
ceed, it is not the worſe for beinÞ# ſo introduced, but 
is agreeable with the uſual method of God. 

- The fourth Head I propoſed, 1s to weigh the Re- 
pentance of the Crucifted Malefactor againſt our 
common Death-Bed Repentances; which duly per- 
formed will be of great force againſt Preſumprion, 
rather than miniſter 1t any Contidence. 

For we ſhall find ſo much gathere(] rogerher. and 
preited down into it, that as Jewels have rheir Rich- 
es in a little room, ſo his ſhort Lite of Penitency 
had an Age of Repentance 1n Its 

It is fo compoſed of Extraordinarics, that 1t can 
give very little encourageinent in ordinary Caſes, 
eXcept Juſt thus much ; that Repentance ar Death 
18 no abſolute rnpo:iibility. 

1. Let us obſerve how his Repentance look'd ro 
the feveral parrs of Repentance ; for thougi it lad 
bur lirtle rine in this World to hreath 1n,. yer with 
extraordinary diligence, it was buſie in allthe great, 
and mo:t concerning; Poin's. Yer, ] account this 
of the leatt Remark in the Hittory of his IRepen- 
tance, becanſe it is ealtly umnabie, Thar in which 
it Excelled, was the Evidences of Sincerity it Car- 
ited, 
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1. Yer take notice of this Senfe and Acknowledg- 
ment of Sin, which was not only a Confe{tion of 
Words, bur of his very Soul; for, deliberating things 
in a Moment, he pronounced him- 
Mrgwunm eſt Afelf worthy of the Condemnation 
pententie fig- and Puniſhment he endured. | 
num in pena Cconfels this is not fo infrequent im 
ſna acquieſcere, thoſe, who forfeited their -Lives 
Grot. 2 focum, to Jatiice, bur how oft 1s it rather 
a Formality, than the inward fenfe 
of the Mind condecently afte&ted ? and poſſibly if 
we Jook upon the our-fide of things, we can find 
no great difference between him and others. Yer 
Ir 1s a neceſſary part of Repentance, The ſacrifice of 
God 7s a broken and contrite heart, Plal. 51. 17. 

2. In his Repenrance Jay a hvely Faith m Chriſt; 
firit reſting upon the principle, And truth of 'the 
thing ; That Chriſt was a juſt Perſon, that he had 
a Kingdom; and then a particular Application to him 
for Mercy, Lord rememb:r me when thou comeſt in 
thy Kingdom. RY. 

3. A quick ſenſe of Eternity ſupplied Vigor "to 
his Repentance, an evident ſight of ſomerhing be- 
yond this world. For what more excites the Soul, 
and ſhews it the neceflity of a gracious Change, than 
an everlaſting Condirion appearing to it? To this 
end hath Feſus Chriſt broughr ute and immortality 
to ht, 2 Tim. 1. 10. of which this Penitent made 
a very full Confefiion; Lord remember me when 
tho: comeſt in thy Rinsdoim. He ſaw a Kingdom 
beyon: the Croſs and Dearh. 

4. An earnelt defire-to promote and propagate a 
ſonſe of God into the Hearts of others was the im- 
n:eciate from of this Milefactors Repemance. He 
admo- 
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admoniſhes the Impenirent Thief on the orher fide, 
Doſt thou not fear God 2 He had ſtich aReverence 
of God, that he 'expottulares the want of it in the 
other as monſtrous and horrid. His defign was alfo 
exceeding Compaſſionate, as well as Pious : For 
it was an Endeavour full of Charity, defirous his 
gwlry Fellow-ſutferer ſhould be broughr into rhe 
ſame Condition with himfelf. We want much of 
the Compailion dne to the Souls of others, becauſe 
we are ſo infenfible of rhe mifery of our own ; and 
tafte bur firtte of rhe ſweetneſs of Reconciharion and 
Grace: But when we drink largely our of theſe 
Fountains, we derive the Streams upon others, that 
have flowed npon our ſelves. 

All rhefe rhings were evidently much to the pur- 
Poſe, if we look upon themſe!ves : Yer were there 
nothing more extraordinary in them, we Mgr 
doubt whether they were any more than tte good 
Mood,” into which Prencoples of Conſcience excited 
by the unhappineſs his Condition might put kim : 
Ler us then contider the Evidence, that all this was 
truly Supernatural; for I acconnt it no Injury to fo 
memorable a Repentaice to {ppole, that as great 
and fair an our-fide may have iail'd of Paradite, int 
which he entred. Bir, 

2. The acknowledgment he made of Chri!t gives 
reltimony ro him in two things. 

[+ Thar it was made, When Chriſt was nader all 
the Infamy, and Miſery of a ſhameiul and panta! 
Death, and nothing ro niake fuci a Greatne {s, as he 
aſcribed to him probab! © Amons vs that in gene: 
ral Language ſpeak honourably or Chritz, Profeitt- 
ons of him are cheap, and prove nothin p- Burt ir one 
b:cd in Furciſm, or Judatim, ſhoaid conie's im, 
? } $ 
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Ir woald argue much more ; yet not ſo much as in 
this Malefactor, who ſaw him in fo deſpicable a 
State: Whereas now fo great a part 
of the World acknowledging him, 
hath carried him up to Heaven, 
as it were 72 that Cloud, wizertin he a/cended long 
ago, and hid the reproach of his Croſs in fo high a 
Glory, eſpecially among us. 

To confeſs him in his worſt eſtate, and before 

any thing of the Conſequertce was known, was very 

great: * Chriſt was revealed to 
Mat. 16. 17» him, not by Fleſh and Blood ; but 
* Extrema fi-, by God himſelf. Such an Heroick- 
aes, fed non neſs 1s indeed neceflary to aſſure 
minima. Aug. a Death-Bed Repentance. which 
Serm. 122%. had need be as great, as it 1s late, 
when Men do not live to fee the 
ordinary fruits of it. 

He that could ſze Chriſt, 'and his Glory, through 
ſo dark a Vail, had his Eyes anointed with 

that Eye-Salve , Chrilt ſpeaks 
} Ad rem cre- of. F 
dendam a ſenſibus remotiſſimam excitatus eſt. 
Grot. 

We find the Apo{FHles, who had ſeen his Miracles. 
heard his Divine Diſcourſes, made long Acknow- 
ledgments of him, were fearfally ſhaken by tits 

Atauit of the power of Darxne?ſs 

Rev. 3. 13. 7104 1im 3 even toa Deſpair, that 
he was the Chriſt. Burt while 
they were in a ſwoon of Faith, 

eſt, onmes diſcipuii deſperaverunt quod ipſe eſJet 
Chrijtus. 4 latrone vitls ſunt Apoſtolr, qui tune cre- 
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didit, quando ili defecerunt. Aug. in Plal. 68. 
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this Faith with Chrift triumphed over Principaliries 
and Powers, even on the Croſs. 
We looking upon the things of Chriſtianity in the 


- common Profetton of the Nation, It is a hard thing 


for us to ſee them otherwiſe, than rhat ca'ts them ; 
as it would be for thoſe that have known nothing 
bur the Religion of Mahomer, Paganiſm, or the 
Jewiſh Synagogue, ro take up upon the ſudden the 
Doctrin of Chriſtianity againſt their own. 

We believing not with our own Faith, bur Vul- 
gar Opinion, eafily make a Confeflion of Chriſt ; 
yer oftentimes the Power and faving Effect of it is 
far from us, as from thoſe that are Strangers to him: 
ſomerimes rhey that come from rhe Eait, and from 
the Weft, fir down 1n the Kingdom of God, when 
the Children of the Kingdom are thruſt our. 

The Acknowledgment of Chriſt in thoſe Times, 
was a much fairer Evidence, than it can be now ; yet 
without inward Grace was nothing then ; much leſs 
mutt 1t needs be tous, who have 1t made ready ro 
our hands by Education and common Conſent in it ; 
we mutt therefore rhe more narrowly obſerve, what 
Characters the Trurh of Chriſt imprints upon our 
Hearts. 

2. This Acknowledgment was Tanto namque 
made withour any manner of In- poxdere appen- 
dueement, or Teimptatieh ro It, {umeſt,tantum- 
from outward advantages, it could que valurt apud 
poil1bly afford ; bur rather an in- erm, qui novit 
creaſe of Shame and Scorn was to h.eo appendere, 
be expected from it ; and that if quod confeſſus 
it were poſlible, he ſhould ſuffer &f Dominum 
Cructifixum, quantum ſi fuiſſet pro Domino Cruci- 
fixus. Aug. De Anima © ejus Orioine. 
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the ſecond time for me a Conie:Hion, and become 
of a Malztactor a Martyr. Nay further, there wag 
no Dictate of Natural, # Pa: Bom thar could: in- 
clin: him to it; for that runs nor into the Confetſion 
of Chriit, nor is any way quiered co: olping former 
Sins threagh ſich. a  Contetfion ; but eyeSGod,only, 

and. Mot ol Ri ghtcoulneſs: Laſtly, no general. Tra- 
CiLOnN om ppted him to 1t, the Jews at, that time 
condemning him. Bur in. us, all Applications rg 
C:irticare : ſecuring our ſelves in the common Barque, 
2nd kcop us from being cenſured, as prophane, and 


irretg;ous Perſons. For to die withour any addreſs 


to Criſt, is accounted, very. ungodly, and. ſenſleſs 
of.a Future State ; bur to deny him, mon{trous and 
deſperate. - Fur cher, Chriſtian! ity 1s incorporated 
With our natural Principles, fo that they never move, 
or heave themſelves. in, us, but that alſo riſes with 
tem. " 
Now ic isof great Importance in the tryal of Sin- 
cerity, upon what Grounds and Motives we do, 
what do ; and, the, mere we can clear 1t from 
:neriour Springs, the. more Certa inly it is Grace 
le/cendins from aboxe, aud rej!ng upon us, James 
F. 17 


/ 


Every one therefore that would juſtifie a Death- 
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ſands there would be found a Faith ro doir; we 

ſhould immediately be itopp'd ; or ſunk, and: caſt 

away, and loſt, Yet ſuch are they we are to paſs 
through into Erernal Life, though of different Cir- 
cumitances from his. 

Bur after all I will allow ir poſſible, there might 
bea ſecret flaw in this whole Penitent'sDeportmear, 
we' now 1infitt upon ; and that it far'd with him as 
with ſome among us, who after a wicked and de- 
bauched Life fly to the Sanctuary of the Romiſh Re- 
ligion ( as Joab to the horns of the Altar, 1 King. 
2. 28.) To Reconciliation wherewith Hopelefneſs 
of any good from that they have fo long ſinned 
againſt, and natural Superſtition hurry them. So 
this Perſon hearing a great Fame of Cariit, and ob- 
ſerving his pretence high, might lay hold upon him 
in a deſperate Caſe, 1f peradventure any rhing of good 
might follow on 1t * Ir being very incidental to the 
Nature of Man to caſt himſelf upon Religion, when 
all elſe fails, and upon ene new ro him, when he 
hath offended againit the old one, beyond hope of 
Pardon ;. whence Men generally receive this Recom- 
pence, that Conſcience 1s pur into amuſe, having 
nothing at preſent to ſay againit it. 

' Andhad this been the top of his Caſe, that it had 
been thus, could it have been faving 2 Nay, that it 
might potiibly have been thus, though indeed 1t had 
been otherwite, yer th's very lablencls ro ſuch a 
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3- The Third thing therefore, that gave him, 
and pives to all Ages undoubted Tettimony of rhe 
Fruth of his Counvertion, 1s the immediate atteſta- 
rion to that Truth and Sincerity of ir, Thzs day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paraciſe. Now that Repen- 
rance which enters into Heaven, thar paſles into Pa- 
radiſe, not hinder'd by thoſe flaming Cherubs of 
Divine Truth ; that which 1s within the Door, be- 

fore the Maſter of the Houſe is 

Luke 13: 25- riſen up and hath ſhut it to, that is 

rrue Repenrance and proſperous, 

and ſucceſsful, how Jate foever. Bur to know that it is 

trae. when 1t 1s fo late, needs a Voice from Heaven, 

or ſomething proportional to ir, to veritie it, as 1s 
aſter to be urged. 

The lalt thing I rake norice of in this Repentarce, 
is the unparallellable Circumſtance of ume wherein 
Ic was accepted. ; 
I. Ir was inthe time of a-pub- 


Joh. 2. 15. lick act of mercy to the World, 
Goa was in love to Maniund giv- 
Eph. 5. 25. ins his only begotten Son. Chriſt 


was groins bumſelf at this time. 
Thereſore rat there ſhould be an Inftance and Mo- 
manzent of this Mercy, ſeem'd condecent to fo great 
and foiemn a me. 

2. This Penitent ond cloſe to that Sacrittce, that 
was offering it ſelf up to God : He ftood within the 
Savour, the Odor, the Incenſe of ir : Thar Sacritice, 

EP that purchaſes men from a vain 

I Pet. 1%. conv2riation ; that draws down all 
tne Bleffings of Saivation ; rhat 
therefore the force of it thouid reach fo near 1t felt, 
is not firange: Iknow no nearteis of place fign- 
11s 
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fies at all. How many ſaw his Miracles, heard him 
Preach, look'd upon him Dying wirhourt benefit 2 
yet was his Preſence alſo, as ke pleaſed, full of 
Divine effects. That therefore there ſhould be an 
experiment of (ſo great a Balſom, jult as it was pre- 
paring, was mo{t ſuitable. 

3- Ir was in the time that Chriſt was triumph- 
ing over Principalities and Powers, and malyns # 
ſhet of them openly upon the very 
Croſs. * That.he ſhould bear off *Vzcem verſam 
in the Field the prey taken out of reddidir Chri- 
the mouth of the proud Foe, was ſtus Diaboto; 
very agreeable to rhe expectation quemadmodum 
ſo great a Conqueror raiſes. Coloſ. Diabolus depra- 
23% vando hominem 
abſtulerat de Paradiſo, fic Chriſtus latronem confi- 
tentem erueret de inferns : Ille de interditto ligna 
preſumentem decepit ; Ifte pendentem de penale 
ligno redemit. Aug. Serm. 122. De Temp. 


Bur whoever conſiders the Thief on the other fide 
not converted, or faved, will tind Cauſe to obſerve; 
The Salvation of Chriſt doth not ſweep the 
World, bur is rarelier vouchſafed rhan we think ; 
That a man may die without going to Heaven ; 
Thar the mercy of the Goſpel is moſt arbitrary 
and ſoyereign , chuſing and leaving ; Thar it de- 
pends not on humane Expectation, or any Super- 
{tirious phancies, that have been raiſed abour the 
Croſs of Chriſt ; for ſo much appears by one only 
taken here, rhe other left, rhough upon the Croſs 
together with Chriit, and near him in the great 
and mediatory Act ; who that contiders will nor 
tremble ro think of one left in his fins, — 

own 
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down into Hell from ſuch a Heaven as Chriſt in his 
great Act of Redemption, 

And although it may-be truly ſaid, it was the fault, 
and. negligence, and, obitinacy of the Unconverted 
Malefactor, that he did! nor uſe aright- the Grace of- 
fered, or the Light vouchſated him ; yet it doth not 
alleviate the danger, for it till remains very-uncer- 
rain to whom God: will give a. Heart to uſe Oppor- 
tunities aright, though they. have them. from God 
with an equal Liberality, as thoſe that do ſo improve 
them. 

NO LOO IE Bur. indeed, the: Supremacy of 

Nova i» 7h-  Graceis here very much acknow- 
ſolita quedam Jedged by all: thar a Ray of the 
divine virtuts Divinity of Chritt with infinite 
ercacia,inex- kindneſs fmote his Soul. * I infer 
empam onmni- nothing from that. increaſe, the 
bizs ſecults M2: Eyangelift Matth. c. 27. 44. gives 
morabile, 9c. the Miracle, That he was Convert- 
Grot. In locum. eq after he had joined with the 

other Malefactor in--reproaching 
+ Heron. In _ 045; Becauſe + ſome Incerpre- 
locum. ters queliion It. 

Upon the whole then. of; this Exainple, let Men 
that would bz beitricaded by a Dy:ng Repentance,ex- 
amine whether theſe. things found in this Esample, 
are like to meer upoa them. I will not fay,, till there 
Beneficium by a time, a IBINES ef any 
7 WACTeln Cirtit ny, again 4 i101 
fiance &f mon Sinners, ſaci A Repentance 's -_ 
temere trahen- © 9 CHP ected rd el xii 
di inconſequen- ſay, 7 A 4 oe CO 
flas exenii. Oi LS SHUT PE CPULLS __ mp 
Grot. In locyme © Dig Repcm ace {ould —_ 
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his Preſumption with this Interrogation, Will there 
ever be ſuch a Conjunction, as was here, again, 
while rhe World endures ? 

I come now to the laſt Head of down-right Argu- 
ments againſt committing our Erernal State to a 
Death-Bed. Repentance. 

I. It is againſt all the Prudence and Providence 
of a Man, ſeeing no Man knows what kind of Death 
he ſhall die 5; whether ir will afford him the poſſibili- 
ties of Repenting : How many die ſuddenly,and in fo 
ſhort a Breath, that rhey have not time to deſire 
Mercy in general 2 How many of Apoplexies ſeizing 
upon the very Top of Senſe at firit 2 Many by Phren- 
fies have no rational Motions of themſelves ; innu- 
merable Accidents ( and oft-times made dreadful 
by the Wickedneſs wherewith they have been accom- 
panied ) have fnarch'd away Men in a Moment. 
Such are taken away living and in 
his wrath before the Pots can feel Pſal. 58. 9. 
the Thorns, before ever thoſe ha- 
ity flames of Motion rowards God blown up for 
ſuch an Extremity can be raiſed. Such are taken 
in the very manner withour ſo much time as to put 
off the Every-Day Habit of Sin, /zke thoſe that were 

carried out dead in their Coats, Lev. Ic. 5. 

And though from tie ordinary manner of Dying, 
ve may hope for the warning ordinarily given; yer 
we ſee others ſurprizzd, who have had the ſame 
reaſons of Hops with our felves. We cannot then 
virhour madneſs rruit our ſelves ro accident, cr 
beaſt our ſelves of to morromw, of 
whica we know not what is with- Prov. 27. I. 
in it, ſeeing rhe furure is wholy 
concealed from us: They chat make 4a cam—m—_ 

with 
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with deat, and are at an agreement with Hell, 
meet with nothins but Pe) fidiouſ 1eſs, when the 
overflowing Scourge approaches them, and the ſtorm 
of Hai! rends therr reſuge of lies, Ifa. 23. 18. 6c. 
If we were provided againlt all, bur one fingle Ac- 
cident, even that may fall upon us with the ruin, 
thar all the reit could bring. 

Let a Man examine, whether he can chooſe his 
Death, and defign the Circumſtapces of ir, and 
place every thing juft 2s he would have 1t, and there- 
by afford himſelf the Seaſon he thinks neceffary for 
ſuch a purpoſe. But who is ſo fooliſh as to under- 
take this ? He that builds upon Ground that 1s none 
bf his own. 1s hke to have all his Frame overturned 
at the pleaſure of another : God derides this Folly, 

who hath all rbmgs 1tn his own hand, and diſpoſes 


tzen withour our knowledge : 


Jan. A. 13s Go too ye that ſav, To day or to 

morrow we ill go roſuch a place, 
Pal. xc4. 3- ond buy, and ll, ond geteaarn : 

But oh miſerable is he thar Thinks, 
as God. ro lay the Beams of his Chambers, that he 
builds for Frema! Reſt 72 the Waters, the flow ng 
incertainry of fxrure Fime , where he harh nothing 
to do ; and overices the proper Relt appointed him 
by God. feeing bath his Prefumprion, and his 
propiane Negligence are likely ro he puniſhed 
rog=t2er. For mdced he that is wickedly prodigal, 
of what Go: affords him, as his, and 's bold to 
eurenc upon Ut2 furure which is Gods, when he 
COmes To ir, fincs it full and priletld &d atready, 
with what God! bath provided for it ; fo ho is no 
roon for 5 Project, but he periſhes for ever un 
ue D:fappoinuncns. 


2. It 
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2. It 3s againſt our Dury, and a!l che Qbligatiors, 
that lie on us; For it is as if a Man ſhould fay ro 
God, I know it is my Duty, and 
the end of my Life, and the Pro O4:b:;ceft apud 
vidence thou exercife{t towards Derm, quando 
me, that I ſhould now ſerve thee, homs ſab fidur- 
and give up my ſelf to thee ; But cin panreent;e 
I beg of thee, that while I live. I 7 jenedutem 
may livein my Lufts and Senſua- refervare libe- 
lities, and when I am to die and 7:zs peecate Au- 
go our of the World, and ſhall guft.Serme120. 
have no more time and leiſure for 
any thing elſe, I ſhall then have nothing todo, but 
to look towards thee, and beſeech thy Favour. and 
leave my Sins : I deſire thee therefore ro ftay for my 
Repenrance rill then, and when I can no longer 
enjoy the World, then ro grant me a Kingdom 
with thy ſelf, and the Fruition of thy own Happi- 
neſs: For though I ſhall diſhonour thee in the tract 
of my Life, yer I will retract ir all in a Breath. 
How horribly contemptuous of God dorh this 2p- 
pear, how Aﬀetonting and Blaſpzemous ? and yer 
this is the very ſenſe of Deterring Repenrance, 
tiH Dearh. 

This 1s the greateit Imimorality and Irreligion ; 
for it deltroys the reaſon of our Being on Earth, 
which is to ſerve our Generation, 
or the courſe of our Life accord. Acts 13. 36. 
717 tothe HU. of God, to o/or:1fee 
him here on Earth. It deſtroys fſoin 17. 4. 
the Service, yet fiics upon rhe Re- 
ward; as if God were bound ro make Men happy, 
becauſe he had made them, and that he had made 
them, firit ro take the Delights he mot abiors, ro 
GIG070Ur 
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diſhonour him, by deforraing his Workmanſhip, 
and violating his Laws, and rhe gocd order he hath 
ſer in the World ; and yet after all becauſe he had 
made them, to give them a Blefledneſs fo inſupera- 
bly great, that he could find no greater; and by no 
means to hurt or puniſh them tor Sin, though all 
the Juſtice, that ever was known to Man, requires 
Pumſkment of Offenders, as mach as the reward of 
Deſert ; elſe all Government would be loſt. ws 

Thus therefore to imagine of God 1s to bring 
.down in our own Thoughts thoſe great Attributes 
of Juſtice ard Wiſdom, into a foolfh and unreaſon- 
able Pity, and only for this end, that there may be 
a Licentiouſneſs in Wickedneſs and Imptety. 

And ſeeing upon the ſame account, all rhe Men 
in the World may adjourn their Love and Ohedi- 

rice to God to their going out of it ; 1t might come 
ro paſs, that this State ſhould have been prepared 
only as a Stage for rhe Vices and Exorbitancies of 
Men ro have ated rhemfteives upon, and then they 
ro have removed to Heaven; when as though thete 
have large ſcope indeed now, as things are, yer 
their Licentiouſneſs 1s daily rebuiced by rhe threats 
of rhe Goſpel, by the heoly Converfations of thoſe, 
thar have left their Sins by Repenrance, and puniſh- 
eg by an Eternal Judgmert hereafter. 

Bur who that contivers the infinite Goodneſs and 
Greatneſs of God, that in his hand 1s our life, and 
breath, and ail our irays, can think jt equal, that 
God ſhould have only the faint and feeble Services 
of a Dearh-Bed, for all rhe Prefervarion and Mercy 
vouchſafed rirough the courle of our lives? 

Or who can think it confiftent with his Honour 
to give Men Laws, that point upon the Government 
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of themſelves here.and that heſhonld ar fo general a 
rare, as the neceflity -of Mens manner of hving re- 
quires, accept of ſuch a Conjnauttation, or exchange 
for the Obedience due to them, as a Death-Bed 
Repentance © 

 Orleaſt of all, who can believe ? that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould come a Redeemer intothe World, a Redeem- 
er from all Tniquity, a purchaſer from a vain Con- 
verſation; that he might thhave a 
peculiar People Fealous of good Tit. 2. 14. 
works; tho ſhould look for the 
great day, and his gloraous up- Rom. 2. 7. 
pearance, by a patient expectation 

and continuance in well-doing ; to winch he hath 
alſo ried rhem- by the molt {tric Obligations, rhat 
creared Narure is capable of, and yet thatthis m a 
manner ſhould be wholly fraſtrated, even in thoſe 
ſappoſetl ro 'be redeemed by him ? | 

Hor ſhall'fach a Man then be able to book God 
or Jeſus Chrift. the Saviour'in theface, rhar hath bur 
juit begun ro acknowledge him by fome weak De- 
vorions to him, extorted even of neceility, and gi- 
yen the bulk 'of his time to Sin ; 
that hith ſacrifted the Male of his Mal. 1. 14. 
Flock ro Enft, and even with 
wpions'deſigh kepr rhe-corrupt thing for God? 

3. It we truly underlitanJ rhe nature of Repen- 
rance, and that ir is the Gift and Grace: of God : 
It 1s, 

I. A great Preſnmprion npon thar Grace, to think 
we can c#ll ir down from Heaven ar our own need, 
who have offered ſo much Injury to the motions of 
ir, vouchfated in the time of our Liie ; we do nor 
conlider, that this Grace defigns its own Glory, 
and 
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and reaches to live Godly, r12hteoufly, ſoberly, now 
zn this preſent Wirld, and there- 


Tit." 2+ 13. in to wait for the Manifetation 
of everlaſting Glory ; and thus we 

Rom. 2. 7. are ſeck for honour, glory, and 
immortality. 


Now that they that have bidden defiance to this 
Grace fo long, ſhould bring it down from the Clouds 
in their Dying Moments, to con- 
Towels  Lv- vey them to Happineſs , Is to 
Ls uilavoia make fo cheap of that infinitely 
Xenevar 5 Gant precious Goodneſs, that whoever 
Dri owls 5X 7: aright conſiders the Caſe, muſt 
Teenf.cy 6 $8055 needs infinitely abhorthe thoughts. 
GNM ware Yn Yet this is the neceſfliry of ſucl; 
mAippores tus Mens Condition, that they mult 
TETRA. oy &ys- either think themifelves worthy 
@gn7v. Phil. thus to becken the Grace of God, 
214 Hileg0s or they mult. periſh for ever. 
They enter then a conteſt of Pre- 
ceilency : and Superioriry with this Grace, and de- 
ods gainitit ; Thar it is fit for that to {toop and 
ane a yea to prottrute ir ſelf, rather rhan they 
ſhould be for ever Miſerable : yea rather than they 
thou{ {1 have been obliged ro a Holy Life. 
. It is for a Man to deſire God, to Mif-rime his 
Grace, for the Seaſon of it is the pr -eſent offer in the 
Gol (pel. Now z5s the tame accep- 
2 Cor. 2. 96 ted, nom 7s tre aay of Saimation, 
Ir is to defire God to give him 
Spring in Autumn, or Wiater ; when the time 0: 
tho Patience of G: x is over, to expect the Salv: 
tion of God, now God who hath with iniinire 
Wiſdoin and Equality weighed our Tines ray 
Sealons, 
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Seaſons, and made every thinz Ecclef. 3. 11. 
beautiful in its time, doth not and 9g. 12. 
reverſe his own Appointments tro Luke 19. 42. 
ſerve the Folly of Man, who have 

not known their times, and the things of their 
peace in their day. 

For can it ſeem reaſonable, that Mountains 
ſhould remove our of their places ? and Rocks 
wander from their Situation 2 That Man more unin- 
relligenr, than the Swallow and 
Crane that obſerve their appoint- Jer. $. 7, 
ed times, might not be mmſnared 
by the evil times that fall ſudden- Ecclef. 9. 12: 
ly —_ them : He that truſts then 
to ſuch a Repentance, doth, as it were ; reſolve to 
be ſaved by Miracle, or elſe periſh. 

3- Men do not conſider the Jealoufie of God, nor 
are afraid of his Oath againſt them, that harden 
their Hearts and do not hear his 
voice to day ; ſo that ſome, who Heb 3.9,10,11-. 
have rrifled with the Grace of God, 
ſeek him early and do not find him. The Iſraelites 
that ſaid, M/tther ſhall we go up, when they were 
commanded to go up, and poſſeſs 
the land 5; when they would have Deut. 1. 28. 
gone up afterwards and fought 
tor ir, were rejected by God. So in Fechary, God 
gives account of rhat great Judgment of their Cap- 
tiviry, concerning which, though Moſes, Samuel and 
Fob had interceded, he would nor have heard. 4s 
when I cried they would not hear, ſo it came to paſs 
that they cried, and I would not hear, Zech. 7: 13. 

Many fail of the Grace of God that prophanely 
{ell therr Birth-right for a tranſitory Satisfaftion. 

r . 
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Heb.12-16,17. and find no place for their Re- 
pentance, or of Gods Repentance 
in favour towards them, though they ſeek it care- 
fully, and with Tears. While Men are bufie in ful- 
filling the corrupt Defires of their. ſinful Fleſh, and 
make ſlighr of the Mercy, that fo freely preſents their 
Souls; a filent Decree paſſes againſt them ; rhat 
though it makes no noiſe in their Ears, yer feals 
them in blindneſs, and hardneſs, fo thar their Souls 
are for ever cloſed therein: For who can open whar 
is ſhut by ſo powerful and awful a Hand ? 

4. It is impoffible ro a Man to die with good com- 
poſure of Mind, rhat truits to a Dying Repenrance ; 
for let the Caſe be thus ſtated, That Repentance, 
which will not inable a Man to a holy Lite, is not 
ſaving ; ſuppoſe a Man then in a Dying Sickneſs, ma- 
king great acknowledgment of Sin, full of Reſolu- 
tions of leaving Sin, and this Man recovering and 
petorming nothing, but fliding back into the for- 
mer Wretchedneſs of Life ; this Repentance how- 
ever ſerious, and earneſt ir ſeemed, would not have 
faved him, if he had died ; he had periſhed in his 
Sins, and his falſe Repenrance rogecher : For thar 
his Repenrtance was truly inferior to his Sins, appears, 
in that as ſoon ag ever that 1s over, which gave it a 

ſeeming Advantage, his Sins throw 
Rev. 2. 7, &c. off that Repentance; bur true 
Repentance always overcomes ; that 
Repenrance therefore could nor be true. 
And if Repentance be falſe and counterfeit, there 
15 No amendment of it 1n Erernity ; when once the 
Maſter of the Houſe is riſen up, 
Lnke 12. 25, md hath ſhut to the Door, there 
's no entrance: While the fools/hs 
Virgins 
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Virgins too late underſtanding Mat. 25. 3, fc. 
the Error of Oyl in their Lamps 

only, and not in therr Veſſels, went to correct ir, by 
buymg Oyl, They were ſhut out, and no knocking 
powerful enough for ther Admitiion. 

Yea thongh a Man may feem to: be well quiered, 
and comforred; and to have the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit of God, yet all this may be bur a Deluſion, 
and” Satan-in an Angel of light ; for though they 
that have truly this Teſtimony, may be ſuppoſed to 
know-1r is that true Spirit; yer they 
that have it not, may have-ſome- 2 Cor. 11. 14+ 
thing, they fo ſtrongely imagine 
to be it, that rhereby they may be deceived. This 
Teſtimony therefore muſt be proportionable to the 
aſſurance, this Dying Man had from Chriit; elſe 
even a. Man that dies ſafe, muſt die in ſuch an un- 
expreffible Torment of Mind, thar it had been much 
berrer he had enjoyed no ſuch feaſons of Sin, than 
only endure that. And who can preſome ſo upon 
God, as to promiſe himſelf ſach a train of Miracles 
ro carry him nor only ro Heaven, but without thoſe 
Agonies of Horror thatare like Hell, after fo long 
Impemtency ? 

Thus on all ſides ir is moſt neceflary for every one 
to Repent while he may behold the Truth of his Re- 
pentance in the ordinary Fruns of a holy Lite; and 
fee hinſelf in all the Circumſtances of Temprarion, 
change of Condition, Varieties, which Lite and the 
Courte of it carry along with it: For that 1s often 
by lengh of time catt up, and apzears upon the 
Surface, that lay concealed art the bottom, till ſuch 
a Concurrence of things gives it the adyantage t9 
riſe, 

We. | 
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I underſtand nothing that can be objected to this 
laſt Argument I have uſed ro diſable the Confidence 
of ſuch a Repentance, except this. 

Ir may be ſuppoſed, the Repentance rhar is fall of 
paſlionaie and afteCtionare Motions towards God, 
though amidl{t the fears of Dearth, may be good, till 
it be blotred out by returns to Sin, and therefore if 
it be taken 1n rhe juit time, while it is good ; that 
is, if a Man dies before it be reverſed, it may ſerve 
the great purpoſe of Eternity. 

Tais Suppoſition I mult confeſs hath a ſeeming 
Countenance from thar particular place, Ezek.33-12+ 
The righteouſneſs. of the righteous ſhall not deliver 
him in the day of his an 3 as for the wick- 
edneſs of the wicked, he ſhall not fall thereby in the 
day that he turneth from his wickedneſs. 

Burt if the ſcope of Scripture-Diſcourſe in general, 
or the very ſenſe of Morality be raken in the Caſe, 
no Man may truſt ſo great a weight here ; For 
Cirilt looks upon the ſtony ground with the ſame 

Eye, while zt receives the word 
Mar.1.3-20,21. with joy, as when by and by it is 

offenaed ; and it was therefore 
Mart. 7. 26. truly no better ar firit than at 

lait. Tre Houſe that is not founs 
cied upon the Rock, 1s as 1ll founded in rhe Calm, as 
in rae Storm, only the Storm diſcovers what 1t was. 
Morality it ſelf requires a becter rooting of virtuous 
Habits, than that rhey ſhould be fer only in looſe 
Ground, thrown up by Extremity of Condition, 
and not in the Soll ut felt. 

Thar Repentance which will nor bear the trial of 
tme, wil much leſs ſuttain the Tett of Eternity, 
Were every ting raat ftands, mult be ſolid Fra 
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ſ\ubſtantial : Things that ſuffer the loſs of themſelves, 
when they are tried by mans day, will ſuddenly be 
conſumed by the hotter Beams of God. 1 Cor. 4. 3+ 

That hath need of good Founding, that muſt un- 
dergo an Eternity, and have all advantage of Con- 
coCtion, that muſt be laid up for ever ; which rhe 
ſhort Moments of a Death-Bed without a miraculous 
Aſſiſtance will not allow. The Fruit of it general 
ly, like that Haſty-ripe, periſhes 
while it is in the Hand : This Ifai. 23. 4- 
Repentance gives up the Ghoſt, 
as ſoon as it 1s born. 

Now as for that place in Ezehze!, ſo much vexed 
with Controverlie, I do not think it convenient for 
me to intangle a Diſcourſe intended wholly for pra- 
Ctice with the Perplexities of it. 

Only I am concerned ro ſhew, that it doth nor 
afford rhe favour ſuppoſed ro this kind of Repen- 
tance. For firit, We mult not miltake the day ir 


ſpeaks of, as if ir ſignified fo ſtrait a compaſs of 


Time, as a Day ; bur rhar Seaſon wherein either rhe 
rigiteous Man watls and deliroys his Righteoufneſs ; 
or a Sinner over coines his Vitious Cuſtoms and In- 
clinat:ons, neither of which are ufually done on the 
ſudden. Secondly, The turning from Mickedneſs 
intended is certainly a ſincere and impartial one, and 
not fuch as we have rendred this Dying Repentance 
ſuſpicious to be. Thirdly, It nnft be juſtifed by 
a walkzng in the Statutes and Fudaments of God, 
and doing that is right ; that isby a continued Re- 
formation, which will leatt agree to this Repen- 
tance, and therefore this place of Scripture will 
nor protect rhis Suppofition, but rather damns 
It, 
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Having now in the foregoing Diſcourſe, in a pra- 

Ctical and perſwafive way, endeavoured to engage 
Men to a timely Repentance, by ſetting out rhe 
hazard of a lare one : T have thought it neceffary, 
to make the ſtate of rhe vhole Dodtrin, as exact 
as | can, by conſidering whatever might with fair 
appearance oi Scriprure-Reaſon call into queſtion 
and {cruple, what have grounded my Per{waſions 
up. 

I will therefore, as a Supplement to all T have 
iid, Firit recolleC: what I have intended all along. 
At: then cait all, I can poltbly Tappoſe againR ir, 
10 Ovjettions and Az{wers, that by cloſer atenti- 
on to the Caſe it ſelf, every one thar will be at the 
coit tro conſider 1t, may b2 convinced ro the main 
Eid, v5. Apreſem Religious Lite. 

i. Firlt then I make it not the queſtion, Whe- 
tner a true Repentance, kow late foever, be a Re- 
Pentince to Salvation ? 

2. Nor Secondly, Whether God hath reſerved it 
10 the Prerogartive of his Grace, to give a true Re- 
Pentunce art lat? 

3. Nor Thirdly, Waether a Repentance thar is 
rae aid fincere, tho1gh bur 1n the Seeds, being 
furpr:zed with 2 Dcath-Bed, may not then break 
Our and ſhew 1t feif more fully ? 

4. Nor Laſtly, Whether a Man thart hath the lighr 
of the Goel brought to him, bur juſt beiore his 
Dying Condition, may not expect the Grace of 
God working with it then, even as in the freer 
L1:nes of Lifes . 

All theſe } do with great Confidence acknow- 
iedge: Tone Subſtance of whar TI have faid againſt a 
D-ath-Bei Repentance, will be compriſed in theſe 
tollowing 
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following Afertions, which I reſtrain wholly ro 
Men, that have lived under the Light, and Exhor- 
rations, and Applications of the Word of Gad, with 
all uſual Freedom ; and yet have nor begun {in- 
cerely to Repent, mill rhey come to die. 

The Firſt 1s, That a Death-Bed Repentance how 
fair ſoever, it may appear, hath yer the greateit 
Doubr imaginable upon 1t, whether it he true. 

The Second, There is greateſt Reaſon of Fear, 
God will not give his Grace to ſfach a Dying Man, 
to Repent. 

The Third, That a Repentance ar Death is not 
that general Repentance, the Scripture Diſcourſes 
of, makes promiſes of Pardon upon, offers the Af- 
{i{tances of the Spirit to, enjoins the Duty of, with 
ſo many prefliing commands. For that Repentance 
1mmedtely ro be begun 1s ſuppoſed ro govert a 
following Life. Ir muſt therefore be an extraordi- 
nary, and miraculous Repentance, if true. 

Laſtly, Thar it is therefore againit all rules of Pie- 
ry and Prudence, by miſpending Life ro catt our 
ſelves upon the neceility of Repenrance ar Death. 

This, I fay, is the Subſtance of what I have de- 
ſigned all along, and which I would now further 
clear, and vindicate from theſe following Objections. 

Objection 1. Doth not the Parable of calling 
ſome Labourers into the Vineyard at the Eleventh 
Hour, imply, That God doth in 
ordinary Convert ſome at the lait Mat.20.v.1.c. 
Hour, as well as ſouoner ? 

finſwer. The main ſcope of Parables 1s only argu- 
memntative, and ſo far as the jcope of that Parable 
relates to this Caſe: It is no more, than whar I 
acknowledge, That God piyes Eternal Liie ro true 
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Repentance, if true, art laſt, even as to rhe firſt and 
earlieſt Repentance. The reward being to all of 
Grace, and not of Debt. It 1s alſo to be conſidered, 
chere remained an Hour of working, repreſenting 


rather old Age, than a Death-Bed, if the colours of 


a Parable prove any thing, and fo are rather 
againſt this Repentance, than for it. 

In the Second Objeton, IT ſuppoſe Men raking 
Sanctuary art infinite Mercy and Power in this man- 
ner. 

Although no thought of Man can reach the Mercy, 
that accepts or gives Repentance art the laſt : yet 
Mercy being as much above our Thoughts, as the 
Heaven above the Earth, what can we define con- 
cerning it 2 And though rhere are ſo many Circum- 
{tances of Impoftbility, according ro our meaſure 
of things ; Yet the things that are impoflible with 
Men, with God are poſlible ; for with God all things 
are poitible : How can we then determine in this 
Caſe 2 Can we by ſearching find ont the Almighty 
in his Mercy and Power? Can we fd him out to 
verfediim? Tris gh as Heaven, what can we do? 
ir is deeper than Hell, what can tre know ? The 
rreaſrire therenF ts longer rhan the Earth, and broa- 
arr than the Sea. 

Anſier, Now becauſe in this Ov;ect:on, the (i- 
news of all Hope and Expectation from rhis late Re- 
pentance meer ; I will endeavour to give the moſt 
pungual fn/wer toit. And though I know after 

all, that 1s, or Can be ſaid, Men will nor quit. 1t* 
Yer I ſhall reſt npon this An{wer, as my latt Reſo- 
'ztion of this Cafe ; and by it raife the difſiwations 
from a trult in ſuch a Repentance to the height; the 
zreatneſs of the hazard appearing moſt fully hon 
A. (1 
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In general therefore it hath been noted, The que- 
ſtion 1s not wherher God acceprs a true Repentance, 
how late ſoever;z but whether God will give a true 
Repenrance ſo late; and herein the queſtion is nor of 
the limits. the abſolute limits of infinite Mercy and 
Power ; But whar limits it hath fer to it ſelf? and 
what Seaſons it hath limited ro us ? and whether ac- 
cording to theſe a Death-Bed Repentance be not 
almoſt, if not alrogether an Impoſſthiliry 2 T'l! 
therefore lay down ſeveral degrees of Impofſtbility, 
notwithſtanding infinite Mercy and Power, that 
muſt neceſſarily abate the Irregular Confidence of 
ſuch a Repenrance, and under one of them I ſhall 
be bold to place it. 

I. The higheſt degree of Impoſiibiliry is, of thoſe 
things,that are utterly and abſolutely :mpoſſible with 
God, becauſe they are irreconcileable with his Na- 
cure, and ſuch wherein if they were, he muſt deny 
himſelf, which he cannot do. For though there is 
nothing above God, nor ſo much as any Goodneſs, 
or Righteouſneſs ab{tracted from himſelf, thar 
ſhould give him Law ; Yer he being himſelf that ſu- 
preme Goodneſs and Righreouſneſs, He is a Law to 
himſelf ; His Nature 1s his fipreme and inviolable 
Law ; And his Will ſtands always even with his Na- 
ture : For his Will is himfelf reciprocal with his Na- 
ture; And all his Actions keep perfect Correſpon- 
dence with his Will. Upon this immutable Reaſon 
God cannot lye, he cannor do any thing weak, or thar 
argues Imperfection : He cannot bur be righreons 
in all his ways, and holy in all his works. Upon 
this Reaſon alſo he cannot, he will not acquit 
the guilty. He cannor, he will nor fave or make 
Men happy in their Sins, God hunſelt ſpeaks this 
| Senſe, 


\ 
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Senſe, Ezek. 18. 31, 32. and c. 33. It. As I live 


fazth the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the Death of 


kim that dieth, why will ze aie? Turn your ſelves 
axd live zee As if he ſhould fay, except ye turn, 
all my Mercy can do you no good. Far ſuch a Mer- 
cy 2s God the Father of Mercies, will not give, 
would not be a Mercy, but cither a fooliſh Softneſs, 
or looſe Indulgence to Sin. Such a Power were not 
2 Power, but an Impotency, or turning all things 
to Confuſion. Theſe theretore are as inconſiſtent 
with God, as Folly, Imperfection, Sin. The Goſ- 
pe7. the higheit diſplay of Mercy reſts upon this 
Paacple, being nor a Salvation of Men in Sin, bur 
amo! efeCtual Redemption of Men from Sin. Of 
all rar God can be ſuppoſed to do for Men, there 
is noting more 1npoiiible than this, wore repug- 
nant Is all the true Senfe of Man, more overthrow- 
ing of rhe undertaking of Ciritt, more contrary to 
te Narure of true Happineſs. An Opinion of the 
Gamned in Hell being anmlulated, or recovered to 
Holineſs and Happineſs after ſome Ages of Torment, 
were a high Probability compar*d with this. He 
Lat can tempt himſelf to beheve this, may believe 
any thong, and needs no Confutation, bur his own 
Uneafonablencis. Again!t this I have been thus 
{irge, becauſe it ſecretly lurks in Mens Hearts, thar 
God may fave them wittzour fo much ado abour 
Faith 3nd Repentance, though being afraid ro ſpeak 
a thing fo mon{irous, they a1{guiſe it under the Pre- 
tence of a faint Repentance at laſt. 

But from what IT have ſaid, Ir 1s plainly to be 1n- 
ferred, Firit, That ſome things which God cannor, 
wHl not do, are not the reproach eitaer of his Mercy 
or Power, but tize Glory and Greatneſs of both. 
And $i, thar He neither can, or will fave Men 
withour. 
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withour ſincere Faith and Repentance ( that is with- 
our a recovery, to Holineſs ) is one of theſe things. 
The Death-Bed Repentance then, that 1s 4nto Sal- 
vation, muſt withour all diſpute be a ſincere Change 
from Sin to Holineſs. 

2. There is an ImpoiItbility, that ariſes from the 
peremptory, and abſolute, and irrepealable derermi- 
nation of the Will and Council of God concerning 
any thing. In this degree of things 
I account, * the unpardonableneſs * I cannot ac- 
of the Sin againſt the Divine Spi= quaeſce in the 
rit. The unrenewableneſs of total Expoſition of 
ApoRates from Chriſtianity to the Learned 
Repentance. The impoſſibility of Dy. Hammond 
Repentance after this Life : Now #n his Annota- 
though theſe carry not their own 2Z10ns concern» 
Evidence - of 'being inconſittent 2ng theſe two 
with the Divine Nature, as the Caſes. 
former ; yet the Declaration of 
ſupreme pleaſure againit themis ſo effectual, thar 
we muſt needs look upon them, as impoflible. And 
we may ſee a great conſent, a high Congruity be- 
tween the-thingsrhemſelves, and rhe Determination 
of God concerning them, which Reafons are yet 
clearer with God. For in the Sin againft the Holy 
Ghoſt there is ſo mature, fo perfect, ſo concocted 
a Wickedneſs, ſo higha contumely againit the God- 
head ir ſelf, rhat it 1s very irreconcileable with Re- 
pentance, and fo with Pardon. The-total Apoſta- 
cy from Chriſtiamty, and the Evidences of it men- 
tioned Heb. 6. from rhe very Nature of the Caſe ap- 
pears irreparable, becauſe there is no other or high- 
er Grace, than thar -of the Goſpel, for the Apoſtates 
70 remove to ; 79 more ſacrijice for ſin, nor are 
rere 
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there any higher Evidences of that Goſpel, than 
thoſe he is ſuppoſed to revolt from; and no more 
perfect Acts * Contrariety to the Goſpel, than the 
crucifying the Son of God afreſh and puzting him to 
an open ſhame, the doing deſpite to the Spirit of 
Grace, the treading under foot the Son of God, and 
counting the Blood of the Covenant an unclean thing, 
in the Parallel place. Heb. 10. 29. 

Beſides all other Reaſons, the unchangeable Stare 
of Eternity is ſo conſolidate with, ſo fixed into our 
very Being, that the Perpetuity of ir is very account- 
able ro our Reaſon ; ſo that there can be no Change 
after this Life. 

From hence then, we derive thus much farther 
againſt a Deat/-B2d Repentance : Firlt that ſome 
things, wherein we cannot find an expreſs Impoſſthi- 
liry in tÞ<ir Nature, are yet made ſo by Gods abſo- 
lure Reſolution concerning them ; into the Reaſon 
of which he alſo is pleaſed to give us fone light : 
And that many Exprefiions of Scripture ( as, They 
ſhall feeh me early but ſhall not find me, the Parable 
of the fooliſh Virgins, with many others ) make 
this Repentance very dangerovs, with which alſo 
the very Reaſon of the*Ciſe* concurs ; Yer not a- 
mounting rothis kind of Impo:iibility. 

3. There are ſome things impoſſible according 
to the Rules, and general Laws of the Creation, 
and Government of the World, which we call Na- 
rare, and which Rules, infinite Wiſdom and Power 
hath fo preſcribed to ir ſelf, that he hath yer reſerved 
to himſelf freedom to ſhew himſelf above rhem, as 
Founder and Lord of Nature. 

Thus it is impoſitble for the Sun to ftand ftill, to 
earfe the Dead, thar the Fire ſhould not burn : Thar 
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is, It is impoſſible art all times, bur when infinite 
Power is pleaſed to be ſeen riding in the Heavens, 
far above all Nature, that is, when he is pleaſed ro 
work Miracles : ſuitable to theſe Laws of - the firit 
Creation, there are alſo Laws of the new and ſecond 
Creation, 037. the Redemption of Chriſt. 

It 1s true, tne new Creation, compared with the 
old, is, ſo far as it 1s new, Al! Mzracle. Such is 
Righteouſneſs without Works, Re- 
generation ; Such is the Incarna- Rom. 4. 6. 
non, the Reſurrection. Even as 
the firſt Creation and daily Preſervation are- Miracles 
compared with that nothing, out of which all things 
were drawn, and are {till upheld. 

Yer this very miraculous Frame of the Goſpel is 
bounded with certain Laws and Rules, and when 
theſe are tranſcended, it is a Miracle in this nuracu- 
lous ſtare of things. 

Now all Inftances of miraculous Power are rare 
and extraordinary, and the Reaſons of them, when 
they have been, have always been great and ſo- 
lemn; and when they have bcen more plentiful in 
any Age, the Reaſons have heen grear for that alſo. 
And in Miracle it ſelf, rhexe hath been always regard 
to the narural {tate of things. Miracle hath for the 
molt part hifred up Nature only, wherein it was et- 
ther decayed, or not planted fo ligh, as rhe very 
effect ro be wrought, and juſt then deſigned ; 
not minding the flouriſh of ir felf, bur the main In- 
rention only : We read of no other Circumitances 
but thoſe of ordinary Mortality, into which rhey 
that were raiſed from the Dead in Scripture wer? 
exalred ; only thar they were raiſed to Life. 

In the new Creation, ſo much of the old, as 
would ſerve in it, 1s generally taken in ; and the 
Con- 
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Conftirutions that will agree with the defign of 
Grace are upheld: for the moſt part ; as were eaſie 
to manifeſt. Divine Inſpiration did nor difannul the 
natural Temper of the Prophers or Apoſtles ; bur 
they are eaſily obſervable in their Writings. Con- 
verſion doth nor deftroy, but ſanCtifie and renew 
Nature. For what doth all this ſerve, but to ſhew, 
God does ag little as may be, decline from- the 
firſt Model of things, His Wiſdom fo deeply con- 
rrived ? 

Further, the new Creation in all things excelling 
the old ; as the whole Stare of it 1s never antiquated 
by a higher Revelation, fo the Laws of it are ſel- 
doin exceeded by any thing extraordinary ; yet I 
acknowledge, Inttances there are of Extraordina- 
rizs. even here allo. 

Tiie Apo{tleſhip was in a manner wholly mira- 
culovs, yet the calling of the Apoſtle Pau! was 
ſomething higher rhan that ; for whereas the Twelve 
were trained, and educated in the Diſcipline and 
Converſation of Chritt ; and expreſs care in rhe 

Surrogation of one 1mto the place 
Acts 1.21, 22. of Fudas, was had of fuch a Pre- 

paration, yer the Apoſtle Pau! 
was ſuddenly born into that high Function and Au- 
thority, Into which they were gradually admitted. 
But the reaſon alio was very high, Thar there might 
be ſo great a Proof of, the Power of the Goſpel, 

as a FPerſecuror and Blaſphemer 
Acts 9. 20, Preaching that Faith,he had fo no- 
21,"22. Zl- rortoufly perſecuted ; and on the 

+ 1-23,24. fudden, thar it nmghrbe withour 

the Sutpicten of a Contederacy. 


His 
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His very Converſion was a Su- 
perabundance of Abundant Grace: 1 Tim. I. 14. 
He was nor only in a deep Humility Vepraciraece 
of Expreflion, but in the thing 1 n xag5- 
ſelf, one of rhe ch:efeſt of Sinners 
ſaved by Chriſt : His Sin had been 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
the unpardonable Sin, had not Ig- ver/. 13. 
norance abared ir. 

But upon that folemn account he obrained mer- 
Cy ; That in Him Feſus Chri#t might ſhew forth & 
Pattern of all long-ſuffering, 1 Tim. 1. verſ. 16. 

This of the Dying MalefaCtor, I Eſteem of rhe 
fame kind, and rhe Reaſon was extraordinary, as F 
have before obſerved. 

I have now thus fully difcourſed rhis Particular, 
becauſe it brings me to the ultimate Reſolution, 1 
can make of this Cafe ; rhat18, 

A Death-Bed Repentance whenever 1t 1s true, is 
a Grace and Favour vouchſated ro the Soul, in 
which it is found, above rhe ordinary and general 
Grace that gives Repentance. For it is above theſe 
four great Rules of rhe Goſpel, wherein alſo rhe 
fundamental Nature of things much conſpires. 

I. Thar God is jealous m. the Glory of his Grace, 
and gives it by the ſame rule, he preſcribes ro us. 
To day, wh/vle it is called to day, hear his Voice. 

2. God atrempers his Grace ro the itate of Man's 
Soul, fo as nor to permit ro ſuch a long hardning, 
and accuſtomedneſs in Sin, thoſe whom he inrends 
ro Convert. 

3. The Ingenuity and Freedom of the Soul ne- 
ceſlary ro Repenrance is not ordinarily poiſible,am:idt 
the Fears and Neceiſity of Death. 
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4. Fruits meet for Repentance, and amendment 
Life, and the glorifying God upon Earth, by a ho- 
ly Converſation are umverſally required. Such a 
Repentance then muſt be proportionable ro a M:a- 
cle, a Miracle in Grace. Now Miracles are ſeldom, 
and not but upon ſuch Reaſons as exceed the value 
of thoſe Rules ( at leaſt ) in that Caſe, wherein they 
are over-ruled ; Reaſons of greater Eminency than 
what daily fall our ; but it is a daily Reaſon, that Men 
mult _ Repent or Periſh. Such Repentances 
therefore are very rare, and doubtleſs when they 
are, God gives a luſtre ro the Reafons why they are; 
In ſuch a meaſure, that Men may ſay, Here zs the 
finger of God, ingraving his Wiſdom upon his Work. 
And with ſuch a Freedom as our Saviour expreſſes, 
Luke 4. 25, 26, 27- 

The practical Concluſion then from hence is this, 
It is as prefumpruous a Beaſt for a Man to think, 

He ſhall Repent when he comes 
Prov. 27. Is ro die, becauſe rhe Mercy and 

Power of God are infinite ; as for 
him upon the ſame accounts, to leap into Seas, or 
roll himſelf in Flames, withour fear of danger. 

Nay, It is ſuch a kind of prophane Infolency, as 
ſome Interprererggive thar of Lamech to be, Though 

1/hould flay a Man in my angcr, 


Gen. 4. 23» or a Toiins-man in my Senſe of 
Paraxus an Injury : Tet if Cain notwith- 
locuine ftandins bis Murther, was ſecu- 


red by a ſevenfo!d Vengeance from 
God upon him, that ſſooutd flay him, I ſhall be ſecu- 
red in mine, by aIVcnoeance ſeventy ſevenfold. Thus 
Men fay, if ever any, one for all an irreligious 
Life, was preſerved from Hell by a ls - 
att, 
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aſt, T need not fear, but I ſhall: Both agree in a 
bold clain\ of the Sovereign aCtings of God for their 
own ſafery, in Sin. 

4. ang ny theſe Impoſſibilities; as in Nature 
there are great difficulties, that are nor ufually over- 
come, and yer in things poſſible withour a Miracle ; 
ſo there are alfo in Grace. Our Saviour tells us, It 
3s eaſier for a Camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than for a rich Mart.19.23, cc 
man to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. His prejudices and prepoſſeſſions are 
fo many, his temptations and intanglements are ſo 

reat. ThePropher ſays, Can a 

lackamore change his skhin? or ſer, 13. 23. 
a Leopard his ſpots ? then ye that 
are accuſtomed to do evil, may learn to do rel. All 
delay'd Repentances are very uneafie ; ſome Divines 
obſerving few Converſions after the fortieth Year of 
Life. But of theſe, though all Men ought ro ap- 
prehend the danger ; I ſhould fay, (that no Man 
mighr be inſnared ) as our Saviour ſpeaks in theſe 
Caſes, The things impoſſible with Men, with God 
are poſſible. | 

Objefion 3. Bur according to this ſtate of the 
Caſe, Whar ſhould a Dying Man do, that hath not 
yet repented ? Should he expect a Miracle, or do no- 
thing through deſpair ? 


Anſiver, Have ye not read, what David did when 


he was an hungry and had need? He adventured 
over Laws, and was blameleſs: If any Man feel the 
neceſſities of a Soul periſhing, let him lay hold upon 
Mercy and Grace to help. There is a Faith-in this 
Caſe, like the Fairh of Miracles, that removes Moun- 
tains, and divides Seas. _—_ can receive _ 

7 


ll; 
I. 
il 
'! 
4 


84 Of a Death-Bed Repent avce. 


hin: recerve zt, Mat: 19.42. Pur let eyery Man take 
heed bow he falls into theſe Neceſlines ;.For.mul- 
rirudes not having the right Faith, /:ke :he- Egyptians, 
Eſjay this, and are:drowned, Heb. 11. 29. 

It is 2 very hard thing to gdiftinguiſh between az- 
zum, and .miraculun, a Wonder, and a Miracle ; fo 
is it between a ſaving Faith,and Repentance that may 
have wonderful effects, through the Conviction of a 
Death-Bed, and this true. ſaving Faith, this Faith of 
Miracles; and for any thing I know, Eternity only 
can make a Man ſafe concerning it, and ſure that he 
had it. Doubtleſs many like Foab periſh, catching 
hold of rhe Horns of.the Altar. 

Qbje4en 4. Bur what? If Men having made a 
Profeflion of Religion, have done many things reli- 
giouſly and foberly, and yer through the prevalency 
of ſome Luſts, it appears.they have nor truly repent- 
ed.2-May not the Converſation they -bave had with 
Religion, ſo prepare things, that their Repentance 
may be diſpatched in ghe.Inftants.of Death .? 

Anſwer 1. Itis dreadful to conſider, how the un- 
happy pleas of ſome upon ſach kind of accounts reci- 
ted by Chriſt, are alſo rejected by him. Many ſhalt 

ſay in that day, Lord, Lord, bave we not eaten and 
drunk in thy preſence, and thou 
Luk.13.25,&c. haſt taught in our ſtreets ? In thy 
Name have ave caſt out Devils,and 
Mat. 7. 22. #1 thy Name done many wonderful 
Pe Works. Tet he ſhall profeſs unto 
them, .1 never hnew you, Depart from -me ye work- 
ers of anzquity. 
. Beſides all the Doubts already infifted upon, ſuch 
Men have made a Cittom: of deluding Religion, and 
have great caule to fear they ſhoukl do ſa. at _ 
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God allo is / provoked by ſuch, as have long tempt- 
ed him, proved him, and ſeen his works, and yet err 
from hum wn their hearts, and do not know his ways, 
that he comes to his oath againſt them, Heb.3.9,10. 

Anſiv. 2. Bur Jeſt rhis ſhould diſcourage and ſaffo- 
cate all motions after God, either in Life or at Dearth 
and they ſeem in as good condition, that never mind 
Religion, as-thoſe that do: I add, : 

Any good thing found in Men, either in their Life 
or Death, though it have not the worthineſs of Re- 
pentance to Salvation, yet ſhall certainly have zts re- 
ward in mitigations of Puniſhment ; which Confide- 
ration fully explained ar the Day of Judgment will 
afloyl many of rhis ſort of Doubrs concerning the 
ways of God. TI believe thoſe very early ſeekings of 
God, notwithſtanding which, he is ſaid zo /augh at the 
Deſtruftion of thoſe, from whom they come, when 
they have firſt ſerved the gloryings of Juſtice, obtain 
leflenings of Pain : as conquered Enemnes, after the 
have been led in Triumph ro watt on the Conqueror's 
Glory, may have even that Service recompenfed-with 
a more compaſſiongre Captivity. 

Anſwer 3. It there have been folidiry and ſincerity 
in any religious Exerciſes in the time of Life, where- 
by the Heart by the Grace of God is prepared for 
further Grace ; as very often Converſion 1s by de- 
grees : Ir is hopeful God rtiay uſe Death, as a Sea- 
ton of ecompleating his Work ; yer this is to be regi- 
itred among the ſeldomer diſpoſes of God, and botli 
thoſe Preparations, and the Complemen: of them is 
under the caution of our Saviour : Srrive ro enter 
in at the ftrait-gate, for many, Tſay unto you, ſhalt 
feek to enter, and ſhall nor be abje, Luke 13. 246 
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Objettion 5. Ts it not at all times a greatFolly, to 
promnſe a to morrow to Repentance, how long ſoever 
we may live after that to morrow ? becauſe we daily 
harden through the deceitfulneſs of ſin. 1s it not alſo 
always a curious Point, and that requires a great jea- 
louſie over it, whether our Hearts are at any time 
{incere in returnsro God ? Is1t not laſtly, always to 
be feared.leſt our to day, the time of Grace flip from 
us 2 Why then are the dangers p'aced ſo induſtriouſly 
upon this Repentance art Dearh ? 

Anſwer 1. Firit as concerning the time of Repen- 
Tance, It is to be acknowledged ; Every Man, thar is 
come to the ſtrength and ftixedneſs of his Under- 
ſtanding, to the poize and inclination of his Will and 
Aﬀections, to the habit and cuſtom of his Life and 
Actions, and hath not derermined for God, hath 
great reaſon to fear; leſt as there is a deep print of the 
high hand of Nature upon his unconverted ſtate, fo 
there ſhould be a Seal of Juſtice alſo, and this Doubr 
umcreaſes every day. 

Notwithſtanding this ; All Doubts and Scruples, 
that have an appearance of inſnaring and intangling 
the minds of Men with fears, they begin roo late, 
are to be avoided; if it be nor fo Jate, that it is jr? 

4 now dark ,and their feet ſlumbling 

Jer. 13. 16. upon the dark, mountains ; And 

theſe things being written eſpecially 

Iſ4. 338. 19. for the/iving, who bave in ordina- 

| ry probability time to loſe, the dan- 
ger is beſt placed here,where it takes them every way. 

By the way of Encouragement ; that the time 1s 

n<t yet palt, while they have the ſpaces of Life, and 

of the Patience of God ; which is not a flackneſs of 

Fſiice, but a deſioncs! Sarvations By the way of 


Cau- 
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Caution, becauſe they know not how ſoon they may 
be caſt upon a Death-Bed, and this Patience be ar 
an end: With Dying Men the caſe is orherwiſe,who 
are already in the thickeſt of the Danger, and mult 
work themſelves our in that moment, or periſh tor 
ever ; without any Injury therefore ro them, the {v- 
zng are thus to be warned. 1/a. 38. 19. 

Further, Ir 1s evident, all delays of Repentance 
roll down. hither, however Men propoſe a {top ; yet 
hither the generality come ar laſt : So thar in effect, 
It is all one, whether Men are difſwaded from rruſt- 
ing to a Dying Repentance, or from delaying their . 
Repentance. For if they are given to delay ; Ir 
comes to this, They repenr and die rogether. Bur 
if a Man be afraid to venture Eternity upon his laſt 
Breath, he will repent preſently. 

2. For the difficulty of being firicere in Repen- 
rance, I place it here, becauſe, though every Man 
ſhould by drawing the parallel lines of Delution, and 
millake upon himſelt, try his Repentance when ever 
it 1s; yet theſe Errors fall in greatelt numbers upor 
rhat point of Extremity, and with lealt potbilicy of 
rectifying them : But ſeeing there are ar all rnmes 
ſuch deceus in this Caſe, there is nothing fo necel- 
fary, as to repent in a clear lighr, and full letfure. 

3- For the ſeverity of God in denying his Grace. 
though I acknowledge his Indignation condemns 
many, who have dallied with him and their own 
Souls to be fuck'd in again by the whir-pool of 
their Luſts,when they would have riſen our of them ; 
yet this Indignation 1s never ſo certainly ar the 
height, as when Men have provoked 1t as long as 
they could : It is moſt miſerable rherefore ro inake 
our li{t motions within the command of ſvch a hor- 
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rible Pit, leſt rhey prove only rhe {truggles of fink- 
ing Men : yer this we mult do, if we are not before 
gor out of it. There is much greater hope (how bad 
{oever their Condition may be) ro them, who are yer 

in the hand of patience lifting and 


Rom. 2. 4. leading them to ay pi and 
2 Pet. 3. 9. do not deſpiſe it, but account it 
Salvation. 


Objeftion 6. This Doctrin does not favor enough 
of the Grace of rhe Goſpel, that would have all Men 
come to Repentance. 

Anſw. To diſcourſe the Severiries of rhe Goſpel, 
ro the ends of rhe Goſpel, is moſt Evangelical Dif- 
courſe. For as the Goſpel doth with all clearneſs 
declare its own Rigors, that Men might not miſtake 
It, for a looſe and careleſs Doctrin, and fo miſs the 
Salvation of it ; fo have I diſcovered the great ha- 
zard of a Dying Repentance, that Living Men might 
be perſwaded not to caſt themſelves upon n, and 
Dying Men excited to an Action fuitable ro the ex- 
rremity of their Caſe. 

And this is indeed preaching the Goſpel; and to 
be moved pon zt with fear,to prepare an Ark to the 

ſaving our Souls before rhe flood 
Hick: 38.7. come, 1s as true an-effect of Faith, 

as to be conſtrained by love to live 
2 Cor. 5. 14. to him, that hath died for us. I 

ſay 2s true, and gives us a Title to 
the Inheritance of the Righteouſneſs, which is by 
F1ith, together with the other. For rhe Prudence 
of Faith makes ns apprehentive of the Reaſons ot 
Danger, and fo to Fear, even as the Gratitude of ir 
ries us with the Obligarions of Love. This is nor that 
Fear that Love caſts our, bur that it ſelf quickens, 
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and is alſo both quickned and gnarded by it: nor zs 
zt the bondage,but the wiſdem of Fear. Rom. 8. 15. 
Job 28: 28. . 

Objetion 7. Bur is the general Judgmenr of Di- 
vines thus ? 

Anſwer. All judicious Divines are very render of 
binding rhe Prerogative of Grace, or clipping ott 
the Action of Men towards God, 
even atthis time; in Obſervation Fee, beſiles the 
whereof I have deſired to be cat concurrinz 
tious hereinalſo: Bur in'their caul- 14.{p 114142 of 
tions againſt Preſumprion, their he 4ucients, 
Expreflions amount to the uinialt Biſhop Au- 

I have ſpoken. crews Ser 3130315 
on Repentance. Dr. Hammond and Dr. Taylor 34, 
their Treatiſes of this Pornt. Boulton, Dyke, &c. 


Tafer. 1. But ſetting aſide rhe whole danger ot- 


a Death-Bed Repentance, Ler me now Jailly thus 
reaſon, and thus expottulare ; Why ſhould: we e- 
fireto Repent fo late * Ir is good ro be betimes do- 
ing that which is moſt comporting with our rrucil 
Happineſs ; Reconciliation with God, return 10 Hiwa, 
his Favour, to obey Hin ; theſe are rhe trarf} Free- 
dom and Peace of a Man ar all times : Great Pece 
have they which love thy Law,and 
nothing ſhall offend them. He lives Dal. 115. 165. 
in the leaſt pain, thar lives holiett ; 
1 made haſte therefore and delayed Pal. 115. Co. 
7:0t to keep thy Commandments ; 1 : 
ſeized upon fo great an Enjoyment, as foon as I 
could, afraid ro be kept off from 1t too long. 

T5 fear God and keep his Commandments ts the 
rwh0.e duty of Man, Ecclef. 12. 13. When a Man 
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conſiders Life, and that he hath bur a Moment of it, 
and that therefore he would live that Moment, as 
much as may be he;ſhall find rhe higheſt of Life, rhe 
rop of Life to be Godlineſs, mhich hath all the promi- 
ſes of this life, and of that which 1s to come, 1 Tim. 
4. Bs 
To purſue this World, and the Vanities of it is 
not only with greateſt folly, and impertinency to 
lanch our ſelves in a great Veſlel, the Greatneſs of 
our Aﬀection; and with ſolemn Preparations, our 
{trongeſt Action, into the low water, the ſhallow of 
Life ; which becauſe it cannot carry fo great a bulk, 
increaſes the Toyl and Vexation, as well as enhanſes 
the Vanity and Folly of doing nothing ar ſo great 
an expenſe : Bur worſe than this, 1r is the loading 
our ſelves with guilt under a deluſion of Fleafure ; 
that gives us ſecret diſquiet and torment, while we 
are laying it on;and cannot be laid down as we pleaſe; 
bur with more ſenſible and induſtrious Anguiſh,than 
we heap'd it upon us, I mean, the ſenſe of our miſ- 
doings, and Contrition for them, ſo neceſſary to 
work Repentance. | 

To conclude, Seeing to die 75s the end ofc all Men, 
Ecclef. 7. 2. Repentance is to be choſen while we 
live, that we may die with the greateſt quiet; with- 
out rhoſe Agonies of Conſcience, thoſe cold Sweats, 


thoſe linking Eyes, and fainting Spirits ; for he dies 


with moſt eaſe, that molt ſurveys Death, and looks 
1;to all the Retirements of it before-hand ; that 
knows it perfectly, and all us ſtrength ; ſuch an 
one governs himſelf in it, as in a molt important 
Action with Decency and Freedom. He is not hal'd 

by Death, bur received by it : 179 
Luke 23. 46. thy hands I commend my { __ he 
ays 
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lays himſelf orderly into the ſhade of Death : Where- 
as ſo long adherence to the Pleaſures of Sin gives 
Death a Violence. Ir makes Men both unwilling, 
and afraid to die. This night thy Soul ſhall 
be required. Life is exacted of a Luke 12. 20. 
Senſualiſt, and torn from him, that + 

is reſigned by a Spiritual and Mortified Man ; Good 
Men die in an aCtive Senſe, they know how to die ; 
others die paſſively, they are forced to die. 

This great difference prefers to ys Dying daily, 
before thar forcible Dying ar once. 

The wiſdom of Dying was accounted by Heathens 
one of the worthy Buſineſſes and Imployments of 
Life, and that required much ſtudy. Chriſtianity 
gives us the true Rules of it, and they lie 272 warring 
zill our change come ; Time is 
ſhort, they therefore that uſe this - 1 Cor. 7. 29. 
World, ſhould nor uſe it down to 
the Bran, ſenſually ; but only rake the advantages 
of it ro a higher Lite : Elſe being met on the ſudden 
by Death, they are like thoſe rhat fall off from Life 
with Violence, that is, Headlong ; bur they that 
live in the Senfe of God, and an Eternal Condition, 
alight with care and eaſe. - os 

It is therefore not only greateſt Safety, bur rrueſt 
Frugality and Improvement of Life ro Repent be- 
times; and when we come to die, the eahelt and 
ſweereſt way of dying. Not indeed a Dying, bur a 
Tranſlation into Immortality and Bleffedneſs. 

Inference 2. Seeing the M':/e, and therr works are 
all in the hand of God-; and thar he giveth 1/:{dom 
to the Miſe Min*s Heart, to diſcern both Time and 
Fudement ; and nor to be taken as Fifhes in an evil 
Net, and as Birds in a Snare, when it; falls fudden- 
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upon them, having not knorntherr time; Lerus 
molt humbly commir our ſelves to: Him by earneſt 
ſeeking his Grace in the Redeemer, in whom all his 
Grace 1s Treaſur'd up ; Thus by the Efficacy of his 
Spirit we ſhall k:ow in our day, the things of our 
Peace, that they mny not be for ever hid from our 
Eyes; we fhall ſeek, the' Lord, while he is to be 
Found, and call upon him t#hile he 7s near : And fo 
ſhall be fecured from having the Door ſhux upon us. 

Infer. 4. This may be to us a cloſe and derermi- 
native Teſt in this point of Deth-Bed Repentance ; 
If our Repentance be fuch, and fo real ; rhar ir is 
not a Lamp of Profeliorfonly, bur Oy! i» the Veſ- 
ſel, that will bear up the gormp forth to meet the 
Bride-Groom ; and that we are'ready, and havenot 
our Oyl to Buy, but can enter with Him into the 
Wedding, before the Door be ſb; This, how late 
ſoever 1 may ſeem, 18: Repentance to Salnation, 
and not to be Repented of, and*ſhall be with Chr:/? 
in Paradiſe: * e565; dt | 

Such a Repentance, 'when the Spirit goes, out of 
the Body, wilt be before-hand entred 777 that 
within the Veil ; whether the Fore-runner being 
for us entred Miniſters in the Holy of Holes, not 
made with 'Hands; in. that SanQnary, which 
the Lord hath pitched, and wor Man; in that 
more perfet Tabernacle ; that is to ſay, not of 
this Building 3 a High-Preeſt for ever, after the 
Order of Melchiſedec ; a Saviour to the utn?/7, 
or to All Perfetion. He fills up with the 'valew 


in the Repentance, He harh piven ; either ir; re- 


gard of its Valew as being fo Late, and in te Re- 
tife 
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fuſe of Life;or of the deep Rooting and Habitnation, 
or of the abundant Fruns : and having Apprehend- 
ed, rhe Spirit He enables it z2 a Moment, in the 
twinkling of an Eye, every way enables it to Ap- 
prehend that ſtate of Holineſs, which agrees to 
the Reſurrection of the Dea; firſt inthe Life of Spt- 
rits with Himſelf; then in the Raiſing the Body 
Incorruptible. For this appertains to his Melchi- 
ſedectan Prieſt-hood, wherein He is now; and 
wherein He is King of Righteoutheſs, King of 
Peace, a Prieft ſet down on the Right Hand oF the 
Majeſty on High. | 

If therefore rhe Repentance be ſuch, as He, as 
this Great Prince hath given; There is in it a Com- 
ing to God by Him, and then his Salvation is to 
all Perfe&0n rot; For as going into the Heavens 
in his Spirit, He rook in his Paffage this Prey, the 
Dying Malefattor our of the Mouth of the Lyon; 
Soas He pleaſes, out of the ſame Power, the power 
of the Dog , He reſcues thoſe Souls thar he hath 
made dear ro Himſelf ; for He living ever, quickens 
whom He will, and He can by tis Spirit ſeal 
this ns Grace in a Moment. 

For this Great High Prieſt-Hood, being rhe 
Eternal Prieſt-Hood of Chriſt ; whatever 1s ſaid 
of Him, as a High-Prieſt, muſt be faid of Him, 
as this High-Prieſt, which He 1s alway, or with- 
our leaſt Incermiffion : And as ſuch ah Hzigh-Przcft 
therefore it is, that He ſuccours the Tempted, be» 
ing in Alls thrugs Tempted, as we are, yet with- 
our Sin ; now even as his Great Temptation Was 
ar Death; yer without the Sin of having defer- 
red his trons Cries and Supplicatioizs to Death, 
though then He was moſt Earnelt: He can there- 
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fare Succour, and be infinitely Compaſſionate, 
even to thoſe who are Tempred, rhough with, and 
in this Sin of having delay*d Repentance to the 
laſt. They therefore, whom He graciouſly moves 
to it, may come, even then, boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, and obtain Mercy, and find Grace, 
even in this juſt Seaſon, and as it were indivifible 
Point of Time : Theſe Things I write, that we 
may not $in this Great Sin of Delaying our Re- 
pentance to the laſt ; Bur if any Man do ſo Sn, 
we have this Great High-Prieſt over the Houſe 
of God; an Advocate, and a Propitiation; and 
if ſuch a one be under his Charge. and given to 
Him by God, He is a Fazthful and a Merciful 
High-Prieſt : Heis therefore Faithful, becauſe Mer- 
ciful ro make Reconciliation, and ro Succour 
in ſo great a Temptation, as even This is: This 
He can do, becaufe He 1s a Fore runner within 
the Veil; and by his Blood appears, as he that 
hath obtained Erernal Redemption, a Redemption 
always ready. | 

This is the great Security and Cordial againſt 
the Fear of Death in general, ro rhe Saints and 
Servants of Chriſt; and if by its Hyper-Pleonaſm, 
its exceeding Abundance, and AfMuence, it may 
and does 'over-flow tro ſome, upon whom the 
Grace of Chriſt Abounds, much more where 
$:in hath ſo much Abounded: How great is this 
Miracle of Grace! Bur who ? How few are they 
who ſhall thus Live? whom God and Chriſt will 
pleaſe to make thus to Live, When it is come 
ro this; for if they are Few that are Saved, how 
much F:wer are the Saved, at this laſt Point. 
Strive 
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Strive then to enter betimes at the ſtrait Gate;for 
many ſhall then ſeek; at laſt of any Time; to 
enter in, and ſhall not be Able. 

There is too much of ( eſpecially the Death- 
Bed ) Repentance, at 1s Repentance of the 
Lamp only, rhat makes a ſhew only ; thar is bur 
only of this World, and from beneath ; which is 
able for once to give or yield a fair and lighrfome 
Flaſh at parting with the World : - Burt becauſe 
without a Treaſure ro Enter into an Eternal Du- 
ration, That which is but a Lamp, fails in the 
very time of Tryal, and becomes 4 Lamp put 
out in obſcure Darkneſs. Ler your Lamps be 
always Shining, and your Lights Burning, ſuch 
as are Able to be always ſo, and fo to Shine even 
into Eternity. 

Tnfer. 5. From what hath been ſpoken con- 
cerning the Great Mourning and Repentance, that 
ſhall be before the End of this {tare of the World; 
even before the pouring out of the Vials, in that 
Miraculous ſtate of Things, that ſhall be after the 
Apoſtacy ended, and the Kingdom of Chriſt in Suc- 
ceffton ; I conclude there ſhall be a Death-Bed Re- 
pentance of the World, if I may fo call it; bur after 
that, viz. in the time of the V7als we read of no 
Repenting, bur a Repenting not ; no more than in 
the ſtate of Everlaſting Puniſhment, in our ge- 
neral Apprehenfion of that State : even as He that 
7s Righteous, ſhall be Righteous ſtill, that is, foe 
ever Rzpghtcous, and in no poſſibility of for ever 
Falling from 1r; any more than from the Glory, 
and Happineſs of Eternity, in our General No- 
tion of that State. Fe 
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And this ſtrongly Argues to us the Poſſtbili- 
ties of a Death-Bed Repentance ; ſeeing all the 
Prejudices that lie upon and againſt a Death-Bed- 
Repentayce now, lie againſt rhat late Repentance 
of the World; but yer it limits and guards againſt 
the Ordinarineſs and Eafineſs of a Death-Bed 
Repentance in General; in as much as this late 
Repentance 1s in a miraculous ſtate of things, 
viz. of the Spirit poured our ; of ſuch. a Glori- 
ous Kingdom of Chriſt come into its Succetit- 
en ; and at the time when our Lord ſhall immedi- 
ately Come n /xs Kingdom. 


But then at the ſame time is cur off all poſſibi- 
liry of Repentance atter this Seafon of Repen- 
tance ; For as foon as the time of rhe Vials en- 
ters, all poſſibility of Repentance is fore-doom'd, 
as hath been ſaid. 


Now this Late Repentance ſhall be ex- 
oited and ſtirred up ro by the Preaching of the 
Everlaſting Goſþe! ; and of this there were two 
great Symbols or Figures given mn the very 
tir{t Appearance of the Goſpel, v7. the Apoſt ie- 
foip of Paul, who was, as hath been obſer- 
ved, Born our of duc Time 1nto that High 
Miſſion; agreeable to which is the Preaching of 
the Everlaſting Gojpel: and the Repentance of 
te Dy:ng Malefattor, juſt as Chriſt was en- 
ering imto his Kingdom ; And they are each 
a Hypotypoſis, or Pattern tor them who fhall 
Hereafter Believe on Him toJLife Everlaſting ; 
and Repent with the Repentance to Salva- 
ton, 
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tion, never to be Repented of ; and eſpecially 
at that Great Futurity. of the Camzag and King- 
dom of Chriſt, or the Commg of Chriſt in his 
Kingdom. | 
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